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«‘ Thold previous questions very cheap, remembering, as1 do, that my motion relative to the 191. 10s. 
«* bill was got rid of by a previous question. That motion did much good; and this motion will do mare 
“ good."=—Mr. Rogson’s Speech, 16th May, 1806. 


Wi. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Barrack-Orricr ABusgs. It will be 
fresh in the recollection of the reader, that, 
on the 16th of May, Mr Rosson moved, in 
the House of Commons, for certain papers, 
relative to Barns, rented by government, and 
used as Barracks, in Sandown Bay Division 
in the Isle of Wight. By a reference to the 
history of that proceeding (in p. 773 of the 
present Volume), it will be seen, that this 
motion was set aside bya motion for the 
previous question, made bya clerk in the 
Ordnance Office, named Catcrart, and 
commonly called, for what reason 1 know 
not, Colonel Calcraft; that, in a few days 
afterwards, Lord Henry Petty, who had sup- 





ported Mr. Calcraft’s motion, came to the 


House himself, and moved for all the papers 
which Mt. Robson had moved for; and that 
he did, indeed, adopt the very motions and 
the very words of Mr. Robson, though, upon 
the former day, he had affected to ridicule 
the manner of them,.and had represented 
the matter of them as extremely improper. 
The motions will be found in the ac- 
count of the debate, in the page ubove re- 
ferred to and in the following ones. The 
papers have been produced, together with 
another paper, which, for reasons by-and-by 
to be mentioned, Lord Henry Petty himself 
moved for. Of these papers I am now 
about to give the reader an account. Some 
of them I shall insert entire; and I venture 
to presume, that, as giving the public an n+ 
sight into the shameful waste of the public 
money in this department, they will be re- 
garded as of the greatest importance.——~ 
‘The reader will please to bear in mind, that 
the object of Mr. Robson's motion was to 
prove to the parliament, that the barns, 
which had been, and which now are, rented 
by government and used as Barracks, in the 
Isle of Wight, had been paid for at double 
the price that they ought to have been paid 
for; and, indeed; that the price was four 
times as great as ijt ought to have been. He 
confined himself to Sandown Bay Division, 
because to that Division more particularly 
his information related.——The materials 
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for producing a conviction of the great truth | 


he pad in view were suggested to him by the 
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following facts that had come to his know- 
ledge; to wit; that, in the munth of De- 
cember last, the then Barrack Master of the 
Sandown Bay Division, whose name is At- 
KINS, wrote a letter to Mr. Dundas the then 
Secretary at War, stating to him that a price 
beyond all measure too high was given for 
the Barrack-Barns in his division; that, asa 
proof of the correctness of this his statement, 
he enclosed to the Secretary, proposals from 
Mr. James Day of Brading, forthe building 
of a barrack, capable of Jodging as many 
men as could be lodged in the five barns at 
Brading ; and that the said proposed barrack 
would be let to government for £220 a year, 
whereas the said five barns (the mere s/e//s 
of them) cost the government more than 
£1,100 a year. That the Secretary at War, 
who had been told by Mr, Atkins, that this 
exposure would subject him to persecution 
if inade known, did, nevertheless, send the 
letter of Mr. Atkins to the Barrack-Mastery 
General; that thereupqn the Barrack-Mas- 
ter General sent the Assistant Barrack-Mas- 
ter General of the South Western District, 
one Davies, to make inquiry into the mat- 
ter; that this Davizs (who was the very 
person that had made the contract for the 
éarus) arrived in the Isie of Wight on or 
about the 8th. of January last ; that Davies 
called before him, and had long conferences 
with, Mr. Day; that Day’s. proposals were 
not agreed to; but, that, in a very short 
time afterwards, to wit, in the month of 
March,’ the rent of the barns in Sandown 
Bay division was reduced in or about the pro- 
portion of ONE HALF; aud, finally, which 
I beseech the reader we]! to note, that, in a 
few weeks after having produced this great 
good, in a few weeks after having rendered 
this essential service to the public, Mr. At- 
kins was, ty General Fitzpatrick, TURNED 
OUT OF HIS EMPLOYMENT, aad let, 
with a large family dependent entirely upon 
him, to meet all the calamities of poverty 
accomipanied with as much disgrace as it 
was jn the power of the government fo 
throw upon him! Upon this. information, 
communicated by Mr,-Atkiiss to Mr. Rob- 


‘son, begause he knew him to be an honest 


and an independert man, because it Was bjs 
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899] 
bounden duty to endeavour to correct such 
an abuse i the public*exp enditurebhecarse 
he was convinced that the House Of Com- 
mors was’ the only place wherein for the 
matter to be brought forward With effect ; 

upon this inte Frogtion, it was that Mr. Robson 
proceeded, in’ the manner which the pebic 


has Witaessed with so much satisfaction, and | 


Fal ise, as M vel. 


S0 nibh just 

th? forns ay the bul statice Gf the proceeding. 

—— ine Ha a: 1s put mn} 1 
he ofgin and “the object” of Mie Robson's 
et hs, will be ‘the better ‘enabled’ to, ac- 
pany me In my progress through the'se- 
cel, ‘to’ thé first stage ‘of which We ate 
brought by the copy of Mr, Atkins’s letter to 
Mr Dundas, which was as foMows: ‘ Not 
‘© being honoured with an dudience on Mon- 
** day or Tuesday when | presumed person - 
‘*ally to’ solicit it, the duties of my situa- 
“ tion forbiddiay: longer delay, I commit to 
‘© paper what I could have wished in person 
“to communicate. Enclosed I, have the 
‘* honour to transmit a letter’ from the late 
‘ highly respected Secretary at War, a cre- 
** dential by which, Sir, you can dppreciate 
** the credibility you can attach to ‘my state- 
« ment.—Within the district of Sandown, 
‘© where I act as Barrack Master, there are 
“* twenty barns, annually rented as, tempo- 
“* raty barracks, fitted up in the interior at a 
“* vast expense “by” government, and subject 
to rents which must be consideted enor- 
«* mous when simply viewed as barns. The 
** troops have even occu iol ‘them reluc- 
“tantly, and ‘have considered government 
«rather negligént ‘of their’ comfort in’ ap- 
4 pointing them’ ‘to ‘such situations: I 
«am far from implicating any gentleman 
‘©’ who acted on the arrangements, but shall 
«« remonstrate to you, Sir; there Was @ vast 
‘© oversight’ from “the proposals I have the 
* honotr fo enclose The annual 
‘saving, Sir, of nine Bonivee pounds avd 
«¢ four shillings, out of eleven hundred and 
«*" twent ‘pounds, must strike you as consi- 
«°“derable ; ‘extended through a large scale, 
«e which r €aa poipt out as practicable, the 
wr ate shh ‘would be vast ; ‘this saving 
y inchiding five barn: out OF twenty in 
wwe mn Aitision. I once presumed, Sir, to 
a removal whe ‘thete was a va- 










pati sal, deeming it a. necessary $lep 
b+ ; cas, ious tb diselostiré. In 
“te + 8 ance o, your ‘honour for immediate 


etemoral, "I en force, the danger TP should 

“Nt inicur A my, residence here, both ‘from 
hy owa department j in this island, 

' the inhabitants, whose places ‘were 
*€ ronted to's stuck advantage. “There® are 
** ether matters which I could humbly 
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point out for consideration, thonghi the 


“ wise regutitions of the “present Barrack 
“« Master General leaves but fittleto aetlon- 


-eiiclosedt buikding 
; ob g rising’ 
‘the proprietor engaging ‘to'have it reid 
‘* for troops in six weeks:if approved of.” 


HS is letter, which was dated on ‘the'3 Yih of 
December, was sent, at once to Mr. tkins's 
eriors, 2 as before e-tien’ loned 5" a Mr, 


eethe’ was not rémoved to Det, beat. 
standihg the ri presentation of his Gatigérs! 


And, ‘as this represeritation was nade in pri- 


vate; as the writer could ‘not ‘have’ the least 
notion of ‘its éver being ‘Made pttblic¢ jas he 
really must have Beat: the dangers of 
which he speaks, I leave'the ‘readér to'draw 
his own conclusion as to the’ known’ disposi: 
tion of Mr. Atkins’s ‘superiors. ——The per- 
son sélected to inquire into the matters men- 
tioned: in this Jetter was, as was ‘before ‘ob- 
served, Davies, the very person Who had 
madethe contract for the barns: “On the 
10th ef Jahuary he makes, upon Day’s pro- 
posals, the following report : “The building 
‘*“ proposed by Mr. Day is not according to 
‘« the plan transmitted to the wee hon. the 
“Secretary at War; Mr,“ Day proposes 
“Simply to erect sheds of brick-nogeme, 
“eight feet high to the plate, with a fiticen- 
** foot ‘span, capable in the whole range of 
** containing 384 men, for which’ shell he 
now asks arent of £300 per annum.—— 
‘‘ In this point of view the offer caiinot be 
‘© beneficial to the public, ” ‘since, if it were 
adopted, it would require the ‘immediate 
v7 Ba sre of £23500 to fit’ it tip it 'the 
‘ most slight and temiporaty niatiner, Mr. 
“ Day’ declining *to do any thing ‘to the 
* building than’ merely’ déliveriig it over 
**' (as before observed) eg shell ?"—The 
«Barrack Department would then” have to 
“provide ‘for this (comparative) trivial ac- 
‘accommodation, chimnies, floors, “pitths, 
‘arm tatks, pin rails,’ grates,’ Windows, 
“cooking = kitchens, boilers, mess rooms, 
‘* cleaning sheds, rivies, nard house, 
“* pump and well. ts, Without ineludirig 
“ hospital, officers” barat ‘stores, oa 
«* yard, or’ inclostirés. “Added to which, 
“ ftom the situation being’a field; adjoining 
* the village of Braditig, of a’ clay soil, ‘the 
ee access wont sdon be difficult; and ipoas 
Bi ere —Roads, ahd’ i ning’a parade, 
«will b sive. 
«works: ace Hakan ae the’ Tale of Wight 
te"gives me. a ee rfiaterials 
“ for a Sis here’ mbre"than‘onimonly 
——U} nh < Upen this ~- Br 7 : 
tty 


and ‘bene of the eportér, we'muust observe 
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901] 
that.“ a shell”’ was all that was wanted to 
supply the place of the barrack-barns, they 
being merely shells, and. that, too, of boards 
instead of brick ; that all the additions here 
mentioned had been supplied by government 
in the case of the barns; and tht all these 
additions might have been easily transferred 
trom the barns to the proposed barrack, the 
shell .of which would have wanted no _re- 
pairs, whereas the shells of the barns cost 
several hundreds a year to keep them in re- 

ir. What means were employed to in- 
duce Mr. Day to.rise in his demand from 
£220 to 4800 a year, it would, perhaps, be 
dithcult to say ; but,’ after all, 300 a year 
would certainly have been a better bargain 
for the public than £1,100 a year ; and how 
comes it, that Davies should have been the 
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£fQ02 
man selected by the Barrack-Masfer Genera! 
(Heweit) to. make the inquiry and to nego - 
tiate with Mr. Day?——-But, \though:Mr. 
Day’s proposal was not agreed to, the rent of 
the barns was reduced in gonsequence of the 

representation, of Mr. Atkins, as appears 
from the papers called for by Mr, Robson, 

and of which papers, as. relating, to ‘this 
point, the following is the substance. Here 
we have first a description of the buildings 
(for in the papers other buildings are in- 

cluded) rented by government, and ‘used as 
barracks in Sandown Bay Division; next 
we have the owners names; next the time 

when first rented; next the weekly rent 

paid PREVIOUS to Mr, Atkins’s represen- 

tation ; and, lastly, the rent NOW paid,.> 














| L.-8, dl, -soo.d. 

4 Barns - - = = + -)'@.. a) 1 7 ws 
3 Cottages- - - « - ao Smith - -« jNovember, 180310 10 ye 1s O 
a or 2 7 Tt Lb ward - + | Ditto - -']4 4 92 40 
1 Barn and Part of aHouse | White - - Dittlo - - |6 0 03 6.0 
1 Hut.- - - - = - - | Porter - - December, 1803) 2 12 6, 2 2 0 
2 Barns. - - + - - = | Cooper - - Ditto - + |4°4 O02 0-0 
) Barn’= +- = - - -. -.} Wimbledon- =|. Ditto -)- |2 2-4 15820 
1 Barn and Part of a House | Brown - - Ditto -.- 44-4 Q) 2 2-0 
1.Barn-- = - + - .~ | Harvey - -. | January, 1804 | 2 10 0.2 .AyO 
1 Barn-> - = = = - + | Kent- - - Ditto - - 4.10.0, W12! 0 
: 40.16 6% 16. 0 


Thus; ‘then, we see, that the buildings | 
which cost the public 401. 16s. Gd. a week | 
before Mr. Atkins made his representation | 
_-do not let for a hundred: pounds! a year ¢ 


tothe Secretary at War, now cost the public 


241, 16s.a. week; which, in this trifling | 


Divisio# alone makes a saving of 833 1. 6s. 
a year; and, observe, that this saving ought 
to have’ been made for “two years and a 
guarter, before it began to’ take place, and 
that, therefore, 1,8741. 16s. -has, in this 
little. spot,--and in this. article alone, been 





does not know, that, at. the. place. we. are 


speaking of, a farm of a hundred acres toge - 


ther with barns, out-houses, and farm-house, 


And, is it not. monstrous, then g:is wzjot 
enough: to sting us to madness; toukknow, tbat 


' the.mere shell of one of these barns should 


squandered away! What, then, must have | 


been the amount of the waste upon the . | 
| that the rent of the whole farins.is wot equal 


whole of the millions that have been paid by 
the public on account of. barracks! And is 
it any wonder that the resources of the na- 
tion fall short of the.expenditure? Is it any 
wonder, ‘that tax upon tax. is laid-upon the 
people; and that still the demand increases 
daily?—But, we must net stop here.. We 
must not-suppose, that the rents are nob now 
too high ; ‘for, ho. is there amongst us that 


doesnot know what.a barn is? Who docs _ p Sree abo most usefi 
not _know.that the mere shell of a bara (to | posure ?———But, while Davies and ail the 
be.keptin repair ly government) cannot be { other persons concerned in the yenting of 


now cost us a hundred pounds ayear, aud 


that it should, for more than-twe lyears, past, 
have cost us two hundred! pounds a sear ? 
Let inquiry be made as to the ame@unt, of the 
rent of these farms ; and, my life on_ it, it 
will be found ‘from the tax-gatherers, boaks, 


to the rent that the public even mow pays for 
the barns and out-houses, , Is.not:thig; then, 


a fit subjegt for inquiry ¢ Is it-nota fit.sub- 
. ject for parliamentary inquiry ? For instant 


ie 


' 


inquiry ? For inquiry not to be,Jeft to Boards 
of Commissioners? And, have not the pub- 


lic good reason to thank’ Mx. Rossow, who, 


in spite of Mr, Carcrarrs’ previous ques- 
tion, has. brought about this most useful ex- 


year >. Who doe$ | these buildings, are to this hour iti their 


ee BARES, cca dert is nek rth) | places, what is become of Mr. Atkins, whose 
in the fee. y 


a handred pounds? Who | representation t- (6 Sectetary at War pro- 
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a 
duced the great saving aboveestated? This 
unfortunate man, with a. wife and several 
- small children, is now in the deepest distress 
-in -London, haying scarcely anv means of 
jprocyring even the necessaries of life ! He 
_was:dismissed, as was before observed, BY 
[GENERAL FITZPATRICK, in the month 
fj; Rebruary last; that is to say, in afew 
«weeks after he.had made a representation in 
oeensequence ef which $331. 6s. a year had, 
~even Upen, the. present scale (which is still 
much too. high) been saved to the public; 
and, Jet. it not be forgotten, that General 
» Kitzpatrick had in his office, all the docu- 
ments relating to this saving, and this highly 
meritorious act on the part of Mr. Atkins. 
OF the effect of a disclosure of these facts 
Lorp Hiwry Perry seems to have been 
aware betore he came down to the House 
to move for the adoption. of Mr. Robson's 
motions; and, being thus awaré, he moved, 


quite gratuitously, for adocument relating to | 


the misconduct of Mr. Atkins. That docu- 
“ment, as constituting the grounds of Mr. 
Atkins's dismission, has been produced, and 
18 now before me, And, the first impres- 
sion that it made upon my mind, was, that 
. of wonderat Lard Henry Petty's having thus 
given to this poor defenceless man ‘s6 cruel 
ablow. Iam sure the aet never criginated 
‘jahis Own’ pure mind. I am sure of it. It 
‘were to slander human nature to suppose 
that his lordship could have so acted from 
his: own. inclination; and, therefore, I do 
most sincerely acquit him of it. This do- 
coment, upon which I will fully remark 
by-and-by, is an affidavit made to show, that 
Mr, Atkins himself was a peculator; that 
-he waisted to. borrow money, and that he 
actually did receive presents, from one of 
the bern-owners, But, first let us see the 
several letters relating to his dismission, 
whence it will appear, that he was accused 
-in. the dark; that he was dismissed without 
being. confronted with his accusers before a 
scompetent.tribunal; that, when he request- 
ed to be furuished with a copy of the docu- 
:menta,.upon which he had been dismissed, 
‘the request. was refused him; and that, the 
‘firstisight: dhe has ever. obtained of these do- 
cuments, has been aA. pepe vid Helse the 
House,of Conmons, and printed for the use 
- of ts. members, a_channel through which 
they: mugtyaccording to establi custom, 
naturally find their way to the public ! 


Copy of sa. 


fice, 15th Feb. 1806. 
‘Sim 5—Having duly considered the se- 


ter from the Sec. at War to the 
Berrack- Master General, dated War-O;-' 


veral papers received in vour letter of the, | _ Barrack Office, 28th Feb. 1800. 
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6th instant; respecting Mr. Atkiits's conduc 

as a Barrack Master” T cannot Midsitate to 
determine upon the evident impropriety of 

his being any further empléyéd’at’ Sandown 

Barracks ; ‘and ¥ shall accotingly submit to 
His Majesty the name of another officer for 

that situation.» You will’be pléased'to'com- 

municate this letter to Mr. Atkins — 

(Signed) R. Firzparricx, 


Copy of a Letter from the Deputy ‘Barrack 
Master General, to the bhigr Barrack 
Master in the Isle of Wight, date!, Bar- 
rack Office, 19th Feb. 1806. 

Six ;—I am directed by the’ Barrack 
Master General to transmit to you; the en- 
closed copy of aletter from the Sec: at War, 
respecting Mr. Atkins, Barrack Master of 
Sandown, and to desire you will immediate- 
ly communicate the same to-him, and direct 
him to prepare to deliver up the. barracks, 
and stores, now. under his charge, to the 
person who may be appointed to succeed 
him. You will also direct him’ to prepare 
for closing- his accounts with this office, as 
Barrack Master at Sandown, to the ‘period, 
when the transfer of the barracks shall be 
made.—/( Signed) P- Carey, Dty. B. M: Gi. 


Copy of a Letter from. Mr. Atkins, to the 
Secretary ut War, dated Feb. 22d, 1800. 
Sir ;—I have this day the honor to re- 
ceive, through Captain Bygrave, your order 
communicated to the Barrack Master Gene- 
ral; with respect for your decision, I must 
beg leave to appeal to: your liberality, to be 
made acquainted with those charges preferred 
against me; and 10 permit, me to stand 2 
fair and candid trial. Unconscidts that cu'- 
pability could be attached to my_ pointing 
out situatious where vast savings might have 
been made to Government, I stepped, pet- 
haps, beyond the line of my duty, not aware 
of the consequence. (Signed) B.W ATKINS, 


Copy of a Letter from the Deputy Secretary 
at War, te Mr, Atkins, dated, War Of- 
Jice, 27th Fel. 1800. 

Six ;—In reply to your letter of the 
22d instant, I am directed to acquaint you, 

that you were discharged from His Majesty s 

service in consequerice of misconduct in the 

discharge of your duties as Barrack Master, 
and viot as you erroneously conceive, from 

any statement you may have giver! with r- 

“spect to the rates of batracks hired in the 

Isle of Wight —(Signed) F. Moomt. 


sar * 
Sis GPL isi. 


i ee > ch 
be Pa Pa: 
to''Mr, “Atkins, dateé, 


Copy of a Letter. 
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Sir ;—I am directed by the Barrack 
Master General to, acquaint you, in answer 
to your letter of the 2d instant, that your 
application for the:papers therein alluded to, 
should be.made to His Majesty's Secretary 
at‘War, to ;whom they were transmitted for 
his consideration and decision thereupon.— 
(Signed) P, Canzy, D. B.M. 


Copy of a, Letter from Mr. Atkins, to the 
Secretary of War, dated Mary la bonne, 
otk March, 1800. 

Str3—I am directed by. the Barrack 
Master. General te apply to you for the pa- 
pers containing the charges preferred against 
me, and.snbmitted to. you for your consi- 
deration and decision,— (Signed) B. W. 
ATKINS. 


Copy of « Letter from the Deputy Secretary 
at War, to Mr. Atkins, dated, War Of- 
Jiee, 12th Marck, 1806. ) 

Str ;—-In answer to your letter of this 
day's date, Lam directed to acquaint you, 
that the practice of office precludes the Se- 


cretary at War from complying with your | 


request.—( Signed) F, Moone. 


These letters speak for themselves. But, 
dces not the reader think, that Lord Henry 
i‘etiy should have called for these, as well 
as for the-document of evidence against Mr. 
Atkins ?. Let us, however, first see what 
this deeument is, and then take a view of 
the circumstances under which it was brought 
forward, examine imto the probability of its 
truth, and ingwire what were the objects it 
Was intended ‘to answer. 


Declaration, upon oath, of Witttam Warb, 
mt«eon the V8th of January, 1806, le- 

o «1, Worsley, Holmes, Esq. 
** About the time of Michaelmas 1804, 
M1. B. W. Atkins called at my bouse at 
‘ Bigbury.—I not being at home, he sgid 
“to my wife that he wished to see rte on 
“* some very particular business the next 
** morning early. Agreeable to his. gequest 
‘“* T waited on him ; he then produced a let- 
‘*- ter and 'shewed me, which hé said he 
‘ received from the Brrrack-master Gene- 
“* ral, :the coateyts of which he said was, 
** that he was to give up such barns and pre- 


“* mises, let as t barracks, as were 
** most ill. convenient. 1 ‘he answer I made 
“* him was this—Sir, I hope you will con- 
“ tinue to keep on my bam. you very well 


“« know Lhaye a large family—I have lately 
pe: i bes His reply ,Wwas, 


“« Ward, I will; int at the same time yon 
vé qupspeeaeabacan, Tal bits {oneal 
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** do all that wasin my power to serve sin 
‘© if he would keep my barn. He said tite 
“he then stood in need’ of thelotin of 268, 
‘ ahd would gité me his note of hand, ‘atid 


‘* interest, forthe satne: “I téld him it Was: 


‘ not in my power ‘at present, having ‘tio 
‘money to spare. He answered’ that "I 
‘* was not to talk of that, for he woul give 
“ mean order to draw part of my reat: /T 
‘« then said 1 could not think of doing that, 
‘« because when the money was due it knew 
“« its way altogether, but if ‘I could’ get’ the 
“* 201.1 would. bring it to him in the course 
‘‘ of the day. He says, do Ward.—T'll 
‘* put every thing in your way that lays in 
“* my power fo tontinue your barn; but it 
** ‘was not in my power to get the money, 
‘* and so, of course, J could not give it hith. 
‘* Some time in the month of May 1905, 
‘© he met me in the road reat wny hovse, 
‘© and desired me to give him my bill forthe 
“ rent of my barn.—I said, Sir, I havé’a 
little bill for carting; [ would wish to 
‘* know if I am tosend that bill at the same 
time. His answer was, that I could ndt 
‘€ think of ‘having any thing for carting, for 
“‘sayshée, you must give me that. TP di- 
 yectly asked him if ‘Mr. Smith® gavé-him 
the money that he got for. cdrtage. “dite 
“ replied, no; but mind that pay you°a 
 sreat deal of money in a year: Paid, 
«you do, Sir; but if you did not do at 
«© some other person would. ‘The answer 
« he made me was this,~—Depend On it that 
« the great expeuses of getting the storés in 
‘¢ and out will be the equence of your 
“ barn being thrown up. 1 told bitty dia if 
it was a rat thing” I “should “‘notBe 
“ worse off than the others; for. ees 
* the payment of property tar, and-your Te- 
es eal reaitser tor eke whichP4s* as fol- 
“ ot corn,” hay, ‘ hog#, “geese, \-aucks, 
‘© fowls, and many other things to6*tedious 
“ to mention (in this declaration of’ his 
conduct) and the ilP Gomveniehey ‘of ‘tav- 
« ing soldiers, 1 think 1 might néarly:- beas 
rat wal without letting the barn es with if. 
« He says, consider Ward, ‘it’ is’ acgreat 
‘* deal of momey—to-morrow |‘ Pchayéva 
« Major coming to dine with me,—nbw. if 
« you will give me a fat lamb,” dependon ft 
«< | will continue keeping your arn... Ltold 
« him my lattibs were ‘all ¢tock lambs, or 
breeders; he the requested meio’ serid 
« hima roasting Big —I told himel had no 
pigs Gt for roasting. He*said, he saw 
* some capital pigs im my yard. «1 told bim 
« tha would not permit me to send 
bin ig, but if he would send for one, 

ey were) he might have it; ac- 

* cordingly he did send for on; and had it, 
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« ‘The ensuing Chrismas when I went to 


‘< get my draft for my rent de at Midsum- : 
«« met, I spoke'to him-concerning the bill» 


“< of cartage! Hesays, Ward, 1 wi!l: cail 
“< on yor some’ ather day; ‘the 3d of Jan- 
‘wary, 1806, he-called at my house, and 
‘* took) me'tova private reom.—He ‘told me 
‘« he called respecting the carting, and said, 
“| Ward,—Mr Harvey, and Mr. Kent have 
“* carted as well as you, and they have given 
‘mre theis cartage mouey, and I hope you 
‘© will do the: same] instantly told him 
‘* that could not afford it; he answered, 
“¢ you know I have been your friend :—you 
‘* know I have been imprisoned, and: very 
‘¢ heavy ‘expenses: attended it. .I said, it 
was asmuch as I could do to keep myselt 

from the same place ; then, he said, we 
‘¢ must go halves in it.—I told him again, 
‘© | could not afford it, but, as Mr. Harvey 
‘«* and Mr. Kent has given you their money 

1 will give you the money for one jeurney 
‘of cartage. He told me I must give him 
two; lonce more told him I could not 
‘* afford it. He then asked-me where my 
‘* stamp was for the receipt; 1 immediately 
gave ithim; he told me to write the re- 
ceipt in full, which was 51. 5s. I said I 
** would be glad it he would write me a 
** copy on a piece of blank paper; | in- 


ec 


‘6s 
€< 


€é 


«s 


«¢ 


se 


‘€ gave me3 i. Vtold him tt was not enough, 


ive said he owed me three shillings more ; 


ce 
ae 


«c¢ 


three shillings, Jetit go with the rest. I 
tinding. not only myself but my family 
“ gréatly injured by the conduct of this 
man, Iam compelled tomeke this decla- 
a ration, "-(Siened) Wo. Warp, 


of 


Letter from Ward. to Davies, enclosing the 
ath! above Deelaration, 

«© Sin; send you this,;.not knowing 
«¢ where to apply for redréss, until J Aeard 
“« there masa ventieman core to the Isle that 
were over him, Mr. Atkins saying there 
were no persomoverhiny here ; but if you 
are; Sir, TL chope, Sir, you will do me 
justice —If-you disbelieve any thing I 
** -gav, Sir, HoHolmes will give mesa cha- 
“« yacter++—I- am, Sir, your cbedient 
«¢ Servant: (Signed) Wu. Wann. 

‘Pbeselaére the -papers which, Lord Henry 
Petty hawbronght beiore the Hose of Com- 
qmons / And, Why:-did he do se}? What 
‘connection ‘havé these papers with the abuse 
‘inthe expenditwreof: the public money com- 
piamet of by Mri Robson? Mr. Robson 
Said nothing about Mr. Atkins’s, character. 
oftthé Tatts didnorat all depend 
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stantly wrote the receipt; he took it, and 


] answered him in this manner, damn the 
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tion), who does not 
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. } Why, then, were 
these papers gratuitously. called for by. Lord 
Henry | Petty ?—~-Leaving these questions 
to he answered by any one:that: is able to 
answer them, letus now examine a little in) 
to the nature .of this, evidence. against. Mr. 


bly be altered by it? 


Atkins. First there is. but.one witness. And 
what is that witness? -Heis a barn-owner, 
and, observe, that it was his interest to dis- 
credit and to ruin Mr. Atkins; because, if 
Mr. Atkins’s report to the War-Office’ pro- 
duced the desired effect, he; Ward; would 
be deprived of the 218}... &s..a year, which 
he was then receiving for the.shells.of a barn 
and an out-house,.as will be.seen by. the 
foregoing list of rents ;.and from-this it wil! 
appear, that this man nas actually lost about 
a hundred pounds a year in rent, in .conse- 
quence of Mr. Atkins’s report. — Circum- 
stances under which a witness would be 
more likely to be biassed, and Jess. likely to 
speak the trath, it is qnite impossible to 
conceive.’ ‘Then, as to the. facts stated in 
this declaration of Warp, .we ‘perceive that 
the greater part of them belong to periods 
of time long prior to the date of the decla- 
ration, sofar back as Michaelmas. 1804 and 
May 1803, How came Warp never to have 
made the. declaration before? For, as to 
the reason. given in the letter to Davirs 
(which is a sortof Postscript to the 'declara- 
receive, that-this is a 
mere after-theught ? Who, in fact, does 
not, without any--positive information, per- 
ceive, that it must have been suggested to 
Warp, after the reading of his declaration, 
by some person who foresaw that it would 
be diificult to account-for the lateness of his 
complaint? Who, indeed, is there that 
will not see clearly. through.the.disguise ot 
Waxrp’'s simplicity of style, and that will not 
be periect}hy satisfied, that the;whole was sug- 
gested. to. Warp, forthe sole purpose of 
discrediting. and’ raining of ‘Mr. -At- 
kins, in order to prevent the reform of 
the abuses from taking place ? Warp pre- 
tends, im his letter to Davies, thathe has 


| made his complaint now; because there is 4 


superior ef Mr. Atkins come to wie Island. 
Not only. however, had there-been superiois 
of Mr. Atkins frequently. visiting the = 
land during. the time . that had , elapsec, 
but. there had been, as: Warp well knew, 
a superior Barrack-Mnsier, Nir. BiGnrav', 
constantly residing in the -Island ; and yet 
he never made-his complaint before! Mr. 
Atkins does, I am infermed, .aver: the “% 
to be false, and is: ring. -commter ail- 
davits 3» buty,, first pee a9 that, -whetler 
true-or false, these facts .cammeversbe Col 
‘strued into a justification of those who mze 
tage 44 . Pom age 


. 





© 


ao ft, 


—- - oF 


_ 2 aha 1 OO 2 AA CUtlCUkS CL eo 


“~* - -~ —_ im | -: —_ um aw 


- —- awe neeelCUllUC(<‘i‘i—i SHC 





L908 


were 
Lord 
tions 
le to 
le in- 
Mr. 
And 
ner, 
) dis. 
se, if 
pro- 
rould 
vhich 
barn 
t the 
. will 
bout 
nse- 
clm- 
d be 
ly to 
ec to 
d in 
that 
riods 
ecla- 
and 
have 
is to 
VIES 
lara- 
is a 
does 
per- 
ed to 
tion, 
ould 
. his 
that 
e of 
| not 
sug- 
e of 
At- 
n of 
pre- 
has 
is a 
and. 
“01s 

}s- 
sec, 
ew , 
VE, 
yet 
Mr. 
facts 
atfi- 
ther 
sone 
sade 





909] JUNE 21, 1806.—Barrack-Office Abuses. [910 


the contract for the barns, we will for 
argument’s.sake, and merely for atgument's 
sake, admit the facts as stated by Warp, to 
be true; and them the amount of them is 
this: 2st, that Atkins promised Ward, that, 
if he would Jend-im 20). he would do every 
thingin- his: power to cause the barn of 
Ward still to be reuted by government: 
2diy, that Atkins made frequent requests 
to ‘Ward: for presents of corn, hay, hogs, 
geese, ducks and fowls, but it is not stated 
thatshe ever actually ‘obtained any thing but 
one pig : and 3dly, that, in the payment of 
Ward tor -cartage done. ior government, 
Mr. Atkins--did:) actually pocket 21. 5s. 
These tacts, .if true, as for arg:ument’s sake, 
we admit them-to be; manifest a low, if 
not corrupt; mind, and cannot be justified 
upon the ground of any necessities growing 
out of Mr. Aikins’s poverty : but still, they 
were not-of a magnitude to defy the powers 
ot -forgiveness, especially when we recollect, 
that the knowledge of them was communi- 
cated to the Barrack-Master (Hewett) and 
to the Secretary at War) (FrraraTrick) 
atter bothefthem were in possession of that 


which report he bad produced a saving to 
the -public of $331. 16s: a year, and had, 
by the same act, fnrnished them with the 
information’ whereby a great and general 
saving<of the public money might be made. 
Ehis meritorious act ; this great public ser- 
vice; this.raré. mstance of an endeavour to 
save the public money ; this, one would have 
thought, might have. weighed something in 
favour of Mr. Atkins, who, though we 
should, for argument’s sake, allow him to 
have beén touched with the contamination, 
might, without any-very glaring violation of 
moral. principles, -have been admitted to 
pardon tor the sake of the-discovery he had 
made with respect to the enormons waste 
before deseribed.- Statute upon statute have 
we, not only for pardoning, but for RE- 
WARDING participators in defrauding the 
revenue; » Man is invited by law’to inform 
against man:;- friend against friend ; brother 
against. brother, in whatever relates to the 
prevention of money being raised upon the 
people }‘for every informer of this descrip- 
tion: at» ample: indemuification is provided : 
what is ithe fate of - those who endeavour to 
prevent frauds in’ the expenditure of that 
money we have a* striking’ instance-in Mg. 
Atkins’s present situation. But; supposing, 
that, im the pure and unadulterated mind of 
GENERAL FIPZPATRICK, no > public 
merit could-at all operate as a set off against 
moral guilt, .however trifling in its ‘magni- 


tude; supposing “the -virtue’ of the Right 


“ 





| February. 


Honourabie General to be of that rigid, that 
Sjartan-like, character, that rejects all com- 
promises, that admits of no STATUTE OF 
LIMITATIONS, . but that stands, straight 
onward towards the etd of absiract justice; 
and at last inflicts iowath an‘aushaken hand; 
and without any even the sniallest allowance 
for the frailties of human nature, however. 
small the offence and however great “the 
temptation ; supposing all this, stil) where 
are we to look fer the motive of refusing Jfr: 
Atkins a sight of the documents zipanahich 
he had Leen dismissed and ruifieds. andiwhieh 
dismission had plunged his wife and-childrett 
into misery ;.into am absolute want‘ef ‘the’ 
necessaries of life ? It will have “been 
observed, that the report of My. Atkins 
was made in Decemler \ast; that the inguiry 
into his conduct as a Barrack- Master (niade 
by the men who had contracted ‘for the 
barns) took .place in January; and that, 
upon the documents which were the rey it 
of this inquiry, Mr. Atkins was dimissed 
by the Spartan General in the. month of 
Now, the reader will doultless 





| ask, not only how it came to pass, that this 





report of Mr.. Atkins, by the’ means of | ihquiry into Mr. Atkiits’s conduct was never 


made before, but, how it came to appear 
necessary to make it after, and,. that, too, 
immediately after, Mr, Atkins made an en- 
deavour to save the public money? Davirs 
issent into the Isle of Wight im consequence 
of Mr. Atking's proposal to save the public 
money ; and he reports; what? Notthat 
he has found out any means of saving the 
public money; but thaf Mr. Atkins has 
received presents from one of the barn- 
owners |! E2# does not appear to have paid 
the least attention to the means of saving 
the public money ; he does nothing towards 
the reducing the rent of the barns 7 the old 
enormous rent is continued on for ten weeks 
afterwards, and until. Mr. Atkins is found 
to have come up to the neighbourhood of the 
parliament and-the press; and, ih short, 
Davirs seems to have paid very little atien- 
tion to any thing bat the obtaining of 
Warn’s afiidavit, and he says, it his letter 
to the Barrack-Master General (Hewett) 
that ‘* the enclosed papers” [which are not 
furnished} ‘* [ could not atterid to whist I 
‘« was so ertremely employed iv the business 
‘* of the affidavit, and my absence at, the 
“ out-posts.” Whence such great anxiety 


‘upon this sole point? ‘Whence the dger- 


néss to find grounds’ of accusation dgqinst 

Mr. Atkins, whom, (é/ure tis endeayd@itr to 

save the publie money, it was nevér thought 

necessary: to accuse? Can this avxiety, 

can it,.In the mind of any man of common 

sense, be attributed to any but one motive? 
, 3 aro 
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And is it necessary that motive to. describe ? 
o—Mi.’ Atkins is'an example, a dreadful 
warninir, to those public officers who may, in 
future, be animated with the desire of saving 
the public money! And yet, oh, cruel 
disappintment and mortification! Mr, Fox, 
Mr. Wixogam, Mr. Grey, and Lorp 
Haney Perry are in power! The men I 
wished to see in power, are in power, and 
yet has’ this thing taken place; and yet is 
there no appearance of approaching redress 
gither for the public or for the unfortunate 
wan, who has ventured to endeavour .to 
save its money ! Do the gentlemen, 
whom T havé just named, think that this is 
the way to inspire the people with a devotion 
to their country and its government? Do 
they think, that we cre blind and deaf to 
a!l facts such as are here brought to light and 
a3* are bringing to light every day and every 
hour, whie, at the same time, we are told 
that, cost what sacrifice and what suffering 
itwill, ‘* taxes must be raised?’ Do they 
think we are dead to all sense of right and 
of wrong; that we can no longer dist.nguish 
between justice and injustice ; betwee 
ease and Oppression ; between freedom and 
slavery? No:. such is not their opinion 
yet; apd, in the confident hope that it never 
will, J beseech them to betake themselves, 
while time is at their command, to a line of 
conduct that shall couvince us, that they 
yet intend to save.us from the last stage of 
misery and degradation; and, I do ear- 
nestly hope, that, as a proof. of this their 
intention, they will enter upon a gene- 
ral, a full, and an open inquiry into the 
alyuses in the Barrack Department ;_ that 
they will, ‘ere they suffer the House of 
Commons t5 separate, take measures for an 
immediate reform ;° that they will proclaim 
great encouragement to all those who shall 
therein bs wuling to assist them ; and that, 
as a beginning in the good work, ,they will 
re-instate the oppressed’ man, whose dis- 





’ coreries Have led to the public discussion of 


the subject. ey are not yet deeply impli- 
cated.in the inpuries tnflicted upon this man. 
There is yet time fof them to save him and 














his’ distressed family. “In stretching out 
thelf po werfal hand to preserve sian they 
wilt Go airact worthy of great minds ; and 
I conjure era Rot to be therefrom deterred 
by that fale” fide; which would suggest 

ea of heip-acting under the impression 


| ) to do wrong, to fear 
Bot, is. e's of a great and not 
: y some hand or other 





ig family ought ta be 
i i MWe government do 
In “whose behalf he has 
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suffered, ought to.do.its but, my hope is 
that this distinction of feeling in. the govern: 
ment and.in the, public will never exist; and 
that ‘the appearance. of it, will,; upon this 
occasion, ‘be rendered impossible by the 
conduct of the government. itself.;.A3 to 
the fact. of his distress, they will not, Iam 
sure, affect ignorance. . They will read what 
I have here written, and when I tell: them 
that I speak from fay own. knowledge, | 
know they. will believe me. ‘That he say 
have committed faults, Lam, by. no. means 
disposed to deny ; but, to,say nothing of the 
liability of us all to commit . faults, what, 
let me ask, would be the fate.of public 
officers in general, werethey, for effences 
such as haye been a/ledyed against Mr. 
Atkins, to be punished as Mr. Atkins has 
been? What would be, nay, what must 
be, the consequence, if wetake, as we are 
justified in taking, the decision against Mr. 
Atkins as a precedeut for. deciding with 
respect to the conduct of all other persons in 
places of public trust ? 

The jength of the foregoing article, toge- 
ther with my desire.to draw towards it the 
undivided attention of the public, prevent 
me trom entering at present, upon any other 
subject. I therefore postpone some remarks 
that were prepared, upon the situation of the 
Continent ; upon the American Intercours2 
Rill; upon the progress of Mr, Windham’s 
Military Plans ; upon the Brewing Tax ; upon 
the Somersetshire Election ; upon the Honi- 
ton Election, and the excellent example given 
in the declaration of Lord Cochrane; and 


finally, upon the proceedings relative to Lord» 


Wellesley, an impartial account -of-which 
proceedings it is my intention to plate npon 
record, contiguing on from the Oude Charge 
(which is concludedinthe subsequent sheet), 
and embracing every thing material which 
shall occur for his Lordship as well as against 
him, this being the only way to promote. 
just and useful decision in the mind of the 
public. To all these topics, though every 
one of them is highly important, I bave pre- 
ferred that of the Barrack Ai ses ;.and my 
reason is this, that I am fully. persuaded, tbat 
the fate of the government of England, and 
of Englaad herself, as.an independent na- 
tion, turns solely. upon what shall be:.done 
with regard to azation, and that this turns 
upon what shall be, done, with.regard tothe 
saving of public money ;__for;,as 0 faxther 
Bteat impositions, without, the use ofa force 
that. would pot leave us.even ‘the. semblance 








of » they. appear to. me-utterly im- 
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In the subsequent pages of :this Number 


will be found the XIth letter from my ¢ot- 
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respondent upon the Reform: of Finaricial 
Abuses; also a letter upon the proposed 
Commission of Accounts ; another upon the 
principle: of. tlie Assessed Taxes; one upon 
the National Defence; one upon the Income 
Tax; -one upon the Brewing Tax; and one 
upon. the Non-Residence of the Clergy, my 
reasons: for- not agreeing, as to all points, 
with the writer of which, I shall state upor 
a future occasion, fer, indeed, this is one of 
the most-importafit subjects that ever enga- 
ged public attention 

The next Number (owing to an omission 
of a sheet last week) will also contain two 
sheets ; and; being the last of the Volume, 
will carry to the readers the Tables of Con- 
tents, Indexés, &e. but, it will be observed, 
that the volume will, as usual, contain only 
33 sheets, 


Imitated from the Greek Epigram, 
Avdpo Dom caSpov rapa TexXi0y omvworls 
Nowlog emisnea. Paci Lapamw ovag, K-T.2. 





A cut-throat sleeping near a wall 
Beheld Serapis in his dream, 
Who cried, Get hence! ‘tis going to fall— 
He rose, he fled, and down it came. 
Proud of th’escape, Why sure, quoth he, 
I'm after all an honest fellow : 
The gods take wond’rous care of me ; 
Ay, they forgive a peccadillo. 
Next night the God return’d and said, 
You did not take my warning right ; 
Rogue, shal) 1 see you knock’d o’the head ? 
No, no, you won't come.off so light. 
$0 ‘scapes, and we allow, 

That Heav'n this weak assault has baffled, 
Who saves him from the Pillory now, 

To go hereatter on the Scaffold. 








ARTHUR YOUNG ON NATIONAL DEFENCE. 

Sir; When political enemies, holding 
opposite principles of government, coalesce 
and= possess ‘themselves of the power and 
emoluments of the state, the propriety of 
such conduct, to say the least, must be mat- 
ter? of doubt; but when opponent writers, 
whose warfare has been vehement, arrive in 
the-discussion of any fundamental part of the 
constitution at precisely the same result, our 
grounds of belief and conviction must be un- 
commonly . * In polities, Major Cart- 
wright'and Mr.Arthur Young,-were, as po- 
Jitica) writers,~particularly hostile, and wé 
cannot sappose,; if we now find them agree, 
cause than a full conviction on the point in 
question common’ ‘to “both. As you, Mr, 
Cobbett, have very much contributed to- 








| 


‘be a regular one, (and its r 


‘croaching with 
the foot of atyrant; and the 


 . tou 


wards diffusing the opinions of the Majar 
on the subject of qur. national defence, £ 
have thought yoti would be pleased to find 
the same opinions now maintained, and fore 
cibly expressed, by ‘the warmest.of his for 
mer adversaries. I, therefore, sendyou the 
Monthly Magazine of , this “present Jung, a 
which you will find a well wriiten. letter. of 
Mr. Young, on the subject alluded, to, -by 
the republication of which, in your excelleut 
paper, I think you will. render an essential 
service to the public, Saxe.—June 2b, 
1800. mateigg De" 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE MONTHLY..Ma- 
GAZINE. wea 

Str ;———The present state of Europe of- 
fers a spectacle that cannot be considered 
without horror. The unparalleled successes of 
the French have conquered, stunned, or dige 
armed, the whole Continent, and gstablish- 
ed thereby so predominant an influence, that 
no power, or coalition of powers, by land, 
has much chance, according to the obvious 
tendency of the late events, of opposing am 
effectual shield against the most enormous 








encroachments and tyranny of the. con - 


queror. ‘These effects have ndt been.the 
consequence of the efforts of a regular and 
established government, that promises peace 
or security to its conquered or terrified 
neighbours, but the events have been effected. 
by the powers of anarchy, and confusion, 
concentrated by the talents of one man, 
who, were he to fall, might be succeeded by 
universal ruin and devastation, flowing from 
similar changes and horrors. to those which 
led him to the supremity of powér, and 
which has laid in the dust every enemy bat 
one that has opposed him, Not the smallest 
security, and not much probability, exists, 
that the Continent may not see the soil of 
every territory bathed in the best blood of 
its inhabitants, the guillotine permanent, and 
the reign of assassination, terrof, and bleed, 
restored, from Gibraltar to Petersburgh, 
from Copenhagen to Constantineple, Sup- 
pose the government of Buonaparté should 
ity has hi- 
therto dependeéd, in conquered countries, on 
the tyranny of his lieutenants) yet who cam. 
foretel what will succeed him? Jacobinisms, 
in all its horrors, may spring up, and delage 
all the Continent with devastation; w 


the powers that might hav, oppor are 
in universal debility and_t Without 


looking, however, so far, what a spettatle 
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it'to see “so see countries 


Spanish imbecili 


West, except one, the beasts of 
the French !—Such are the con 
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the events we have seen ; and, as far as they } 
have been effected, there can be no doubt 
but it has been the will of the Almighty that 
they should come to pass. He certainly 
<* rides* in» the whirlwind, and directs the 
storms’’) but this does not in the smallest de- 
gree lesser’ the duty of every power resist- 
ing, to-the uttermost, the attacks that are 
made upon their liberty and independence. 
No country. has so much reason, as this hap- 
py one, tobejealous, in the extreme, of so 
dreadtub a’ neighbour, and whose peculiar 
vengeance 4s whetted against it. It is our 
mauifest duty to hope that the providence 
of God will be in our favour, and enable us 
to resist a torrent that has overwhelmed 
every thing else, and left this island the | 
last refuge-of liberty, property, and religion. | 
itis the duty of every subject of this realm | 
ta excrt whatever power, influence, or ta- | 
Jenit, he may possess, in the service of the | 
public, at the most fearful moment Europe | 
has seen for many ages. He tut can grasp - 
a weapon, should wield one; and, he that | 
can Only reflect on the means of resistance, | 
should well consider them, and give his 

thoughts ‘to. those whose stations may make | 





them useful, © wish I could say that all can | 
pray ; but; all that know what prayer is, | 
should pray fervently for their King, their | 
country; their altars, their liberty, and the | 


satety Of their families. Well would it be 


' 


with us were-this means of safety more re- | 
iedson and better practised. But thanks to | 


the gracious mercy of the Supreme Ruler of 
kivents, true. Christians. do abound in this 
kingdom ; and they furnish no inconsider- 
able reason to hope that we shall still be pre- 
sexved,——OfFf all the political evils that can 
befal a nation, that of foreign conquest is, 
beyond comparison, the worst; and of all 
the classes’ 6f a state to whom this misery 
cames, to rene is it so ruinous as to the land- 
ed aiterest.. Merchants, manufacturers, 
monied men, and professions, can convey 
their.property atid their skill to other coun- 
tries; but those who deperd on fand lose ail 
if they Ay, andiare ruined if they stay. In 
the present.state of things between France 


’ and England, a conquest would transfer the 


soit of the kingdom to French landlords: 
Buohaparté avould. portion it out gradually 


with more than Norman rapacity; and the | 
farmers would be the slaves, the vil/uins, of 


the new The consequences of 


- sah a fevolution ‘cannot be foreseen with 


: 
' 


too-clew ameye, nor make too deep an im- 
pression: on every heart. Whatever mea-, 


y 


sures.of prevention are adopted, should be 
hci: ogee with an-uusleeping vi- | 
85 Ube evil of final defeat would be 
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such as this country never yet experienced. 
in reflecting upon the result of all the 
wars that have taken place since the French 
revolution, the fact most prominent is, the 
miserable insufficiency of a regular army. to 
defend a country: not one in Burope. has 
trusted to it, that has not been: ruined. 
(Hear! hear! Mr. Windham!) The ex- 
pense of supporting an army in a marching 
state, and actually ready for a campaign is 
so great, that one or twe hundred thousand 
mei swallow up the public revenue of twen- 
ty millions of: people; and if this army is de- 
feated, a kingdom ts conquered. . Five mil- 
hous capable of bearing arms, are asso many 
sheep driven to slaughter: if it be the will 
of the victer they lick the dust———There 
wants no military knowledge to enable us to 
see that there must be something radically 
rotten in such a species of defence. [Hexr! 








hear !- ye-advocates tor standing armies! }— ~ 


If it be said that the attack is by a regular 
army, I reply, that it must be so; it is of 
necessity. No general can mareh a whole 
people out of their country; but the ques- 
tion is, whether a whole people cannot be 
brought to act-at home. But the regular 
troops, of the necessity of which in this 
country we have heard se much in pariia- 
ment, have little more dependence placed in 
them, inthe hour of need, than if they were 
armed peasantry. The Emperor of Ger- 
many laid down his neck to be trodden 
on, while the Archduke Charles was at the 
head of ninety thousand men, and the Arch- 
duke Terdinand had forty or fifty thousand 
more. He had more troops:in the field than 
fought for him at Austerlitz. And, if the 
King of Prussia, with two hundrect and tifty- 
thousand men, were, at the bead ef eighty 
or ninety thousand, ‘to be defeated, there is 
not a man in this country but would say, 
‘ There is an end of Prussia!’ What, then, is 
the efficiency of that defence'which is annihi- 
lated by a single batt/e? But, whatever our 
reasoning may be, the fact remains great and 
glaring > Europe has trusted her defence to 





_ troops of the line, and Europe ts conquered. 


Forty millions of men, TEN MELLIONS of 
whom are able to bear arms, are now tram- 
pled on, ‘as if they were sheep and pigs, by 
two hundred thousand Frenchmen !—-Are 
we to trust the tremendous adventure of the 
lives, liberty, and property, of this country, 
on the same broken reed that has deceived 


every neighbour we have ‘upon-jearth ? = 


conversation on the lafe events, «it has rarely 
heen omitted to notice'the treachery'or im- 
becility of some of those who served the 
Emperor. ‘The remark as néarly related t¢ 


| the dependence placed on a standing army. 
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Whatever the evil might have been, the 
whole: amount was the loss of an army; a 
loss great enough, without doubt; but the 
defence of a country tests ona foundation of 
straw, if the lossof an army is the loss of a 


kingdom... ‘The men able to bear arms in 
England: alone would form  five-and-twenty 
armies, each of one hundred thousand men. 
The same proportion would have given the 
Emperor fifty armtcs equally numerous. He 
rested his hope on two, and kept eight-and- 
forty in-the state of cattle and sheep: like 
cattle: and: sheep they are now eaten up.—— 
I say nothing of our navy, the glorious and 
nevermto be too much commended defence of 
this kingdom, for an. evident reason. The 
tour hundred thousand volunteers, (on paper 
at least)-and the fortifications L have seen in 
issex, prove that oxr government is con- 
vinced that an invasion is possible: if so, the 
possibility should be guarded against. ——In 
the battles of Buonaparte, I-believe he has 





invariably fought with [against] inferior | 
numbers; and this accounts for his having | 


won so many victories, by turning the ranks 
of his adversaries. ‘This circumstance shews 
that the command of numbers is a matter of 
immense consequence. Here it is absolute- 
ly our. own fault and presumption, if we do 
not oppose him with very superior numbers 
in every engagement that could take place. 
He ought not to land any army without 
having’ three upon it, as soon as might be; 
one in frent, and one hanging on each of his 
wings. With troops of the line this may be 


impossible to effect; but not sowith a gene- | 


tJ 
ral levy ———There is one observation which 


ought to be very obvious ; exactly in propor- 





mn, 


tion to the falents, skill, and experience in | 


command, : of. those who are to lead an i- 
vading army, will be the necessity of sup- 
plying an inferiority in those respects, by 
numters,. preparation, intrenchments, or 
some’ counterbalance ; the idea of a lost bat- 
tle or two deciding the fate of the kingdom, 
is the last that'is to be admitted for a single 
moment. -° And the same remark is applica- 
ble to the system of keeping troops im bar- 
racks_or quarters till the moment they are 
wanted.; To have armies coliccted in camps, 
andvexercised in large bodies, previous to ac- 
tual: service,» appears to be’ an advantage 
which is lost. in the contrary plan.——The 
idea which. I would most’ humbly propose 





.for consideration, is, to pass.an act for a ge- 
nerab«ilitia af all men able to bear arms, 


that .is to say, one-fourth of the gross popu- 
Jation.of the kingdom, and to. arm them im- 


mediately with: pikes ; to admit no: exemp- 


tions but the:imost: absohitely necessary ores, 
and not admit ofa substitute: when all are 


a 


. ‘ 


SE 





, 
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enrolled that could serve, where are substi- 
tutes to be found? 


Population returned by the Act of the 41st of 


the King, 





No. 1. Kent 307 ,624 
Sussex 150,311 
406,935 





Fighting men 116;733 























No. 2. Surrey 269,043 
Hauts 219,656 
488,699 

Fighting men 122,177 
No. 3. Norfolk 273,371 
Sutiolk 210,431 

488 ,802 

Fighting men 120,950 
No. 4, Essex 226,437 
Herts 07 5577 


Cambridge - 89,346 
413,360 
103;340 
| 

This is sufficient to explain the idea. Each 
maritime district should have another behind 
it to call out asa reserve. Were the king- 
dom thus armed, and for such a purpose, as 
soon as the counties in the vicinity of the in- 
vasion were called into the field, all the rest 
would be alert, in exercise every evening 
without pay, and ready to obey the call ex- 
pected by themselves —In the General De- 
fence Bill the enrolment was by classes, 
respecting single men, and marriéd with 
children ; and there were reaséns ‘for it: 
but in the measure now proposed, this would 
not be practicable. To eal ‘mén from Nor- 
thumberland to Kent, bécausé they are sin- 
gle, would never do: ‘they must be called 
out by counties, in the immédiate vicinity of 
the one invaded, I[n regard to the expense 
of such a measure, the system should be ex- 
ecuted in the cheapest manner possible. Two 
millions of men éxercised one day in’ a 
month, and allowed one shilling per diem 
each, would amount to no moré than 
1,200,000 per annum. ‘The officers should 
reéeivé no mote pay for such days of Ro 
cise than the men; a Cciredmstaricé “Wh 
would render the nieasure more popular than 


a 








Fighting men 
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making the common distinction. . In regard 
to dress, regimentals, &c. if it can be con- 
tended that thé use’ is equal'to the expense, 
jt may be” indulged; but this ean hardly be 
urged ; atid when the number of meh to be 
raised is so great, and the duration of the war 
im every respect so threatening, which makes 
every species of economy so necessaty, to re- 
duce the expense as low as possible, would be 
a point of essential consequence. It is 
strength of body, and vigour of arm, that do 
execution in a elose battle, and not the dress 
of a soldier. “* Every occasion that can pre- 
** sent itself of using the bayonet, will be 
“* eagerly and spiritedly siezed on; it is the 
*€ weapon of true courage, and most pecu- 
“* jiarly fitted for the nervous arm of a Bri- 
** ton.” Circular paper, signed H. M. Gor 

dom, Liewtenant Colonel, and Assistant Ad- 
The remark is as applicable 
to the pike as to the bayonet. Dressing 
2,000,000 of men at 301. each, 3,000,0001. 
besides officers, &c. It would be an idle ex- 
pense. But for the first month of exercising 
wt might be thought necessary to have this 
militia trained for one hour every évening, 


‘or twenty-four times in the month, in com- 


panies of 100 men, which would be assem- 
bled afew minites; for this, if each re- 
ceived 3 pence, it would amount to 25,0001. 
pet diem, and for 24 days 600,000]. ; after 
that, once a week might suffice. *Il'wo mil- 
lions of pikes would cost, at 6d. each 
600,000]. The difference of expense be- 
tween musquets and pikes is considerable. 
Mausquet 1]. 12s. accoutrements 10s. 6d. 
2}. 2s. 6d. Pike 6d. Difference 1}. 16s. Gd. 
which, for 2,000,000 men, is a difference of 
3,650;0001., besides, powder, ball, &c.; 
and, what ‘is stil more, one day’s exercise 
with the pike would equal ten with the mus- 
quet.—In exercising and disciplining troops, 
there seems to be some rule of conduct 
adopted in various countries, which may be 
a partial cause of such ill success as we have 
seen remarkable instances of. When I view 
a Voltinteer corps of one hundred men on pa- 
‘rade, going through their exercise with un- 
common precision, I cannot help wishing to 
know how they would behave when formed 
into battallions or regiments, and these ayain 
into Numerowis bodies. A day’s exercise of 
( of these “troops, drawn up on rough, 
or plotizhed ground, intersected 
ous hedges, would afford a much 
carte sare of what they are fit for, ‘than a 
bigest ed ‘with other troops. ~ And 
. with generals ‘and commanders ths seme re- 
} le: those who néver were at 
the fe ‘men, how can‘it be known 























pular rontitie without difficulties, . 


do with 50, or 100,000. | 
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, All analogy is against thenr. 


It would be 
extremely beneficial to’exercise the pike o: 
bayonet’ men: ‘in .large-bedies, and-once a 
year in still larger, that they mivht have an 
opportunity of learning more than itis pos- 
sible to Jearn in small masses only. -'This 
would be an easy matter if al) fighting men 
were enrolled and exercised: «a short walk 
would assemble three or four thousand of 
them at one spot. ‘To many persons of 
no mean understanding, nothing in modern 
warfare appears so astonishing as’ the disuse 





| of the pike in favour of the bayonet, through 


a long period of ‘time, in which the ineffi- 
cacy of the fire of. musquetry seems to haye 
been gradually established. Of ali the bat- 
tles fought through the last century, nine in 
ten were gained either by artillery, by the 
rapid and skilful movement of divisions, by 
turning or flanking, or by the bayonet: ‘it 
hardly appears that any: general was indebted 
for his success to the fire of musquetry, Marsha} 
Saxe, in hisReveries, holdsitinuttercontempt. 
** Had the last war continued (says Count 
«* Saxe) some time longer, the close fight 
** would eertainly heve become the con- 
** mon method of engaging ;° for the insig- 
“* nificancy of small arms began ta, be disco- 
‘© vered, which make more noise than they 
** do execution, and avhich nrust:alwiays oc- 
“* casion the defeat.of those whe depend too 
‘¢ much upon them. J have seen even whole 
‘“« vollies without killing four men; and 
‘* shall appeal:to the experience of all man- 
“« kind, if any single discharge was ever so 
** violent, as to disable an enemy from ad- 
“« vancing afterwards to take ample revenge, 
“* by pouring in his fire, and at the same ii- 
‘* stant rushing in with fixed bayonets: it 
‘* is by this method only that numbers. are 
“* to be destroyed, and. victories obtained. 
«© At the battle of Belgrade I saw.two bat- 
“ talions cut to pieces in an instant: they 
“ gave a general fire upon a large body of 
“«« ‘Turkish -horse, at the distance of about 
“« 30 paces; ‘instantly after which the Turks 
‘ rushed forward through the smoke, and 
“ with their sabres cut the whole to pieces 
‘* on the spot. « I was on tlie ground a few 
** minutes after, and had. the. curiosity 10 
«© count the number of Turks destroyed by 
‘* the general discharge of two’battalions and 
** found: it only amount to 32 ; -acireun- 
“* stance which has by no means increased 
“* my regard for fire-arms,”) » Reveries, 4t0. 
Pp. 19.——If. small: arms are thus inefficaci- 

, the question: between the: pike:and the 
bayonet ought to “be decided for. close. fight- 
ing ; ‘for surely a vegiment.of pikes. opposed 
to a regiment of bayonets avonld be decided- 
ty victorious, througb:,the! most multiplied 
experinients, - The authority, just quoted, sd 
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‘suigound the enenay at every point ; and it 
_ Soul net be very good policy to let him 
Close hhis eyes from the yery instant he forc- 


g21) .. JUNE 21, 1806.—Arthur 
as much in favour of the pike as it is against 


; 





musquet> firing. ** My opinion,” says 
Saxe'ugam, ‘in regard to the importance or 
© pikes is supported by the general, concur- 
*« ‘rence of men ofireflection and experience ; 
* and the enly-reasons to be assigned for the 
“ disuse of it, are such as have also occasion- 
‘© ed the abolition of many> ether excellent 
customs of the ancients, by which I 
mean neglect and indolence.” | If fir- 
ing, which is the only apparent motive 
for’ preferring the musguet to the pike, 
be thus ‘inefficacious, and if the pike be su- 
perior ‘to. the bayonet, as nobody can doubt, 
what possible reason can be produced for 
arming ali our troops with musquets, at the 
expence of 2 or 3 guineas, instead of with 
pikes, at that of 6 shillings? But with 
200,000 of soldiers this would be insanity. 
—A measure yery requisite before the land- 
ing of ap iavading army, would be, to pass 
an act of parliament, declaring it to be high 
treason ‘to receive a flag of truce, or any 
proposition whatever, from any person 
mongst the hustile troops, Who can read 
the details of the late campaign without see- 
ing the immense mischief which resulted 
from these insidious and most ruinous ne- 
gociations ? But whatever may be the re- 
sult of comparing weapons, the case of a ge- 
neral levy seems to preclude any mode of 
armivg €xcept with pikes : the expence and 
the time necessary to discipline troops armed 
with musquets, must render pikes essential 
to the plan, at least for the greater part of 
the forces thus levied. And if the vast im- 
pottance of having such numbers in the 
field as may enable our generals not only to 
out flank, but absolutely to surround the foe, 
be well considered, it will surely appear, that 
to have army behind army, so posted as to 
be called readily into action, ought speedily 
to decide the result of the contest.—If it be 
suppesed that a French army landed on our’ 
coast, it is dificult to conceive that the cam- 
paign would be of any long duration. De- 
tended by a regular army, two battles, per-" 
baps one, would decide the fate of London ; 
forthe vicinity of the cuast, approached ei- 
ther frony Boulogne or Holland, is such to 
that capital, that the straggle must be a very 
short one. But with as many armies of 
pikemen a you please to call out, nothing 
would prevent the action being uninterm:t- 
ted from the shore to the Thames, with the 
great udvawtage of ‘being able absolutely to 


ed a lauding. If three or four of the best 
generals, of Frante were in the invading ar- 
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would. prove a very bad snore, and finish 
with our being out-generaled; but if the 
issue be put on close fighting, he must gain 
his advantages, whatever they were, at a very 
dear price, so that his victories might prove 
his ruin,—How many men, when they read 
a proposition of this,sort, will be sure to 
out, ‘‘ all this is very wild,” . If wildness be 
an entire departure from that system which 
has hitherto been depended on for the de- 
fence of Europe, I hope it is exceeding wild: 
it cannot in this respect be too wild. Treops 
of the line have lost Europe ; in the name of 
common sense let us not trast to them alone. 
—If it was within the verge of possibility to 
bring into the field five or ten. armies of 
troops of the line, it might be very well to 
rely upon them; but we have.not 100,000 
such, if the debates ip parliament are to be 
relied cn; that is, we have a sufficient nurn 
Ler for one Lattle—Lose it—and the king- 
| dom is gone.-But the great principle for 
| which I contend does not.depend on the 
| arms, or on the description of troops to be 
| raised: let every man be armed and exercis- 
ed; if with musquets, well; if not, with 
pikes. Permit not the nation to be in a 
state of Austrian imbecility ; @ regular ar- 
my defeated, and the foot of the conqueror om 
the neck of the nation.—The fortification sys- 
tem has been so much ridiculed, that it is 
not likely to be effected to the extent that 
might be of reat consequence ; but to plain 
men it should seem, that if such intrench- 
ments as have been thrown up. for some 
miles near Chelmsford are considered as an 
important defence, (and. that. they. are so 
considered is evident, or they would not have 
been made), such, of more effective ones, ow. 
the coast, the artillery bearing directly on 
the scene of landing, would be much more. 
formidable to an, approaching foe. . The ex- 
pense might be very moderate. There. are 
1760 yards in a mile; a ditch 6 yards deep, 
and 10 yards wide, and 1760 yards. , at 
Isa cubic yard, amounts to 52801. which 
sum wonld dig a mile of such, intrenchment, 
and consequently, 100 miles of it would cost 
only 528,0001.. A broad road for the rapid 
advance of troops and.artillery, and kept for 
that purpose only, should run parallel to the 
entrenchment ;, and the expense of. this, at 
100]. per mile, would jadd only 10,000L for 
the 100 miles: ‘double or treble.it, the ob» 
ject.as,to the expense is sna sour 
and-twenty eens were mounted at evety. 
“6 yards, there would te.293,. say, 300 in.a 
mile 5. at 501; eachy these would cost Peiax 
be 





or for a 100 miles Si FOU; OOS 


enough it is, that for les, than 


’ sterling a most formidable entceachment, 





muy, perhaps any plan of manauvering 


Jined with artillers, might be executed 
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through the extent.of 100 miles; and the 
coasts of Sussex, Kent, Essex, and Suffolk, 
secured for G,000,000]1. Cases are very 
numerous of raw and undisciplined troops 
standing to their arms steadily behind eyena 
common breast-work.—‘ I have frequently, 
says Saxe, p..117,.seen brick towers, hollow, 
and weakly constructed, that have sustained 
the fire of 20 pieces of large cannon for 3 or 
4 entire days. together, at the distance of 
only 400, paces, without having been de- 
stroyed. "Such. cases seem to prove that 
every species. of, fortification is valuable 
when ptoperly applied ;. and in cases of em- 
ploying raw troops, of the. first consequence. 
No-conclusions against fortifications are to 
be drawn from the successes of Buonaparté. 
Had General. Mack's army been employed 
in gatrisoning, strong and well provided 
fortified posts, the event of the campaign 
would probably,. have been very different ; 
but great-and straggling towns, that demand. 
an army to man the works, and these, pro- 
bably,. unprovided with a single article requi- 
site, for standing .a siege, can be nothing 
more. thay snares in which to find your 
troops captured. .A regular siege 1s a tedious 
business for -an invading army; and it is 
one, besides,.in which the assailants must 
lose more men than the defenders. We 
have bad no sinall experience of the efficacy 
of batteries extended for many miles on the 
coastof France, near which we have rarely 
approached but.to be torn in pieces by their 
fire. . If .our enemy has. made these 
exertions. for collecting troops to attack 
us,: surely. we ought not to hesitate at the ex- 
pense, of.any..smeasures of defence! Two 
inillions, sterling .converting 100 miles of 
coast into.a formidable intrenchment, lined 
with artillery,.seems to allow the very prac- 
ticable~ plan: of .rendering a descent from 
Boulogne. absolutely impossible. If 100 
‘miles. will not. give security treble the ex- 
tent, what.aresix millions, when the secu- 


rity of the kingdom isthe question ?>—I am’, 


-mot,enopgh in the world to know what is 
, practisimg in it; nor whether the movements 
of wanity, and extravagance, and pleasure, 

,and. what is commonly called luxury, flow 
. in the same tide.at present which they have 
.done in former periods. I hope not; and 
_ that there is not such an unfeeling inatten- 
tion to the..tremendous events taking placé 
on the Continent, every one of which is 
fraught with-motives of alarm to those who 
have hitherto escaped these fearful judg- 

ments of the Almighty. . If grand dinners, 
brillient belis.and masquerades, elegant en- 

} - private and public theatricals, 

and all the channels in. which fortunes can 

be dissipated or migzpplied, flourish as if 
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yet rolls at a distance, 


fo24 
Eurepe. were’ ih ' safety, ‘the spect 
would be lamentable indeed; :and Es seenrn 


truly have reason to‘exelaimy: this is not the 
conduct that can ‘avert the thurider: which 
et ri All pleasure and dis- 
sipation that absorb the money and divert 
the energy wanting for-the-defence of the 
country, is high treason against the inde- 
pendency of ‘the kingdom. Nothins can 
save this country but a long, steady, and 
patient, perseverance in supporting the ne- 
cessary burthens of such a war as shall be 
necessary to keep insidious and mischievous 
truces, armistices; and all preliminaries, at 
a distance. If the moment arrives in which 
we mus? tnake peace, that moment closes the 


| career of Britain ; but atall events, let it be 


peace or,war, and not negociation, Our 
enemy has made as much by these treacher- 
ous steps as by victories. in the field. No 
suspension of hostilities fora single moment. 
This is whot- Iwill grant, thisis what I will 
accept, peace or ‘war. England is 3-years 
preparing for war: Buonaparté-not 3 hours. 
We know ourdanger in war, andit is possible 
to guard against it. With such a foe we know 
little of our danger in peace; andif it be 
guarded against; peace becomes as expen- 
sive as war. But all suchdanguage is. vanity 


| and folly, if it’ rest not on the basis of an 





ability to continue the war. If money be 
wanted and cannot be had, if the navy de- 
mand supplies that cannnot be procured, then 
musi peace be made, or England fought for on 
English ground. .'The first may fora mo- 
ment postpone the latter, and it would be 
only for a moment. Where then would our 
trust. be? Jn a hundred thousand troops of 
theline, or in five-and-twenty times as many 
pikemen ?—In such an inquiry it is not easy 
to sink entirely, .as I could have wished, «l! 
references to the Volunteers ; byt experience 
has given us a lesson to which [ hope the 
aew ministry will not be inattentive. Voluu- 


‘tary exertions are.admirable for a certain 


period, and they.do, for such a_ period, 
much -honour ‘to individuals: at the long 
run, if I may use the expression, they ave 
not to be depended on... The spirit tires and 
evaporates; the attendance*on days of exe!- 
cise has so fallen off in' many corps-that they 
remain treops upen paper only in the pre- 
sent situation of the kingdom ;. its defence | 
the first business of every man: that can car 
ry arms, and the necessity of exertion ' 
such that every man should be forced to bea! 
his share “in the burthen, ‘and those 
whose years. exceed.or tall short of the ) 
mited age, should pay a personal tax, that the 
burthen may fall universally. Give prote~ 
tion, or enable the public to pay those that 
-can with their arm protect. “Whatever the 
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925} JUNE 21, 1806.— Assessed Taxes. 
force is that shall'be had recourse to, they 
shouldbe -wnder martial law while under 
arms, "Lhe velauses) of the act may secure 


attendance ; and. the moment the word 
‘« attention” is pronounced,. Jet martial Jaw 
commence:-ARrgnur Youne.— Bradfield, 
March, \tB00.: 


——? 





ASSESSED TAXES. 
Stir,++Though [diiter from you (as 
honest‘mex must sometimes dd), upon some 
points) Isadmire your talents, respect your 
principles; and trust that your country may 
long continue to’ enjoy the benefit of your 
exertions, which J verily believe to be as dis- 
interested and’ patriotic as they certainly are 
able-and impartial. You have offered your- 
selfa candidate for the borough of Honiton, 
and addressed ‘the electors in language so 
explicitly and unreservedly pure (and there- 
fore so uncommon), that 1 sincerely hope 
they may ‘ ‘sanction the great principle 
upon which -you stand, and ‘by. which the 
country must stand or fal}.” I sincerely hope 
that’ your ‘exertions in the senate may be 
evett more ‘powerful ‘and impressive than 
your exertions in the press, but I should be 
sorry'to risk the loss, or even relaxation of 
the latter; for the: chance of any benefit that 
ean reasonably be expected from the former, 
under: ** existing circumstances.” . Mr.Paull 
can attést‘how vain it is to “ kick against the 
pricks,” and of how little avail are the best 
intentions, even with ability to back them, 
unless there be alsoa competent knowledge 
of parliamentary usage, which it is almost 
the labour of a man’s life to learn, yet which 
every mémber is peculiarly required to ob- 
serve. Have you duly reflected how far the 
spirit of your Political Register, if written Ly 
a member, aud discussing pretty freely, po- 
liticalmeasures and men, out of parliament, 
will bevideemed compatible with its privi- 
leges ? This is a point on which the public 
are as deeply interested as yourself ; I am 
but one® of a ‘great’ many, ~who, neither 
hoping’nor wishing for a seat in parliament, 
are yet desirous sometimes of unburdening 
themselves through the medium of your Re- 
gister: ‘There are, at this mioment,; several 
subjects :on*which E:shouldewish to make a 
few desultory observations, and particularly 
on that inexhaustible; and:(perhaps our new — 
financier might admit) unfathomable subject 
ot taxation, apon awhich he has, already more 
than ottce; got ‘out of ‘his and «in 
trath(if Phave not also-got: out of imine), 
his Jatest;-thongh 


Ferri ee on the Assessed Taxes 
$s very little less: 
a the other twoy ia 


able than éither 
of which this is 


possibly not his last, re- | 


i 





Se 





offered as a substitute. 


My first objection | 


[926 
is the-anyjustice Ci imposing this tax. so leng 
atter the 5th of April, from whieh day the 
annual assessinent is ealeulated, as relating 
to those persons, who may have. beem,in« 
duced to enlarge their establishments | save 
that day, in the persdasion that) the! assessed 
taxes would not be increased. (the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer having turned a deaf ear 
tovhints on this subject), such a tax must 
now, as to these persons, operate as an er 
frost facte law, uniess there should be either 
a special exemption in their fayour, or a 
permission, to draw in their-diopns again. 
But I object also to the policy df augment- 
ing this class of taxes, which already bears 
unconscionably hard npon—the best deserip- 
tion of people—she middle elass of moderate 
fortunes in. the country, whether.oc cupying 
their own estates, or as resident clergy, in 
both which cases the establishment of sone 
carriage, servant, and. horses to draw it oc- 
casionally, but much more frequently to. be 
employed about the farm, cannot. be consi- 
dered, and ought rot to be taxed as a mere 
luxury. This. tends to drive sach people 
into towns, to narrow the sphere, of . hospi- 
tality, and to break down the distinctions be- 
tween ranks, which in the mixed. and.¢o- 
nical form of our constitution, ought'to be 
most anxiously preserved ; the practical ty- 
ranny now exercised in France is the Jineal 
descendant of theoretic equality. | Allow me 
to illustrate my view of the. impolicy of 
stretching the assessed taxes (which are un- 
question: ably sumptuary Jaws, -and surely 
sumptuary laws are little suitable to a ma- 
nufacturing, commercial, monarehical coun- 
try), beyond their staple, by instancing the 
case of a man of (what I should-.conceive to 
be a medium) 41,0001. -per annum,-oceupy- 
ing his own estate, valued at 2001). per. ane 
num, and his house rated at 601, with. the 
ordinary establishment of such perenne doy 
direct taxes are : 
Property tax on 7501. per annum _ “ 
income, at'lO per cent,. - - £76, 0 0 
Ditto on 2001, landlord and te- 


narit’s tax. . - - 35.090 
Ditto on 50}., house tax - 3-15 0 
Land tax, suppose - -) 910,90 
House tax on 50L, at 2s. Gd, - 6. 50 
Window tax on 40. windows. - 25 150 
Armorial bearings - - 2 290 
One four-wheeled carriage.» = 10 OQ 


Three men servants, viz. footman ; 
coachman, who also holds plough. 
and drives teams; gardener, -«’ 


who milks, re, pews ame + Ree 

&e: 9 OO 
Four horses, one for going'to eit Bt AE 

and market; one: tocagry master 


over his parish or round his 
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farm; two to put out dung and 


make ontthe team - - 18 40 
Hair powder - - - 110 
A watch dog anda spaniel = - 1 00 
‘Two farming horses - - 1 50 
Game licence - - = 3 30 
Poor, church, and highway rates, 
at 8s. per pound, on 2501.- 100 OO 
Tythe, on suppose 200 acres, at 5s. 
per dcre - - - 50 00 
. £351 10 0 


Thus, you see, that more than one-third of 
the income of the persons I have described 
is swallowed up in direct taxes; but‘ it is 
further to be considered, that the taxes upon 
every article used or consumed by such per- 
sons fall indirectly, and therefore the more 
heavily upon them. These latter, however, 
Tadmait to fall in common and more lightly 
upon them than upon the residents in towns, 
who are, to a great degree, exempted from 
most of the other taxes, and are also less ac- 
cessible to be cheequed if indisposed to con- 
tribute fairly. But, Sir, independent of the 
injustice and impolicy of thus overloading 
the overloaded, surely he must be a feeble 
financier who cannot find many Jess excep- 
tionable resources. Why not impose 4 tax 
upon musical instruments, which are cer- 
tainly a ry? why not upon the quack 
medicines for the mind, such as novels and 


“romances, and those vitiated and vitiating | 


exhibitions we now see upon the stage, su- 
Rerveding the best sie wshaaga of our best 
amatic poets ? 


~Getman Immoralists ; the ephemeral Ges- 


sanur of our own would-be-authors, or the - 


tinsel spectacle of a toy-shop! while the 
opera earns torbing but demi-rnde attitu- 
dinarians, and squalling signors and signoras, 
*€ sliding their smooth semi-breves and gar- 
bling glib divisions in their outlandish 
throats 1! !" and at what.an expense, too, 
‘both of morals and of money '—Yet, truly 
we are told, that if these foreigners should 
invest their London profits in the British 
funds, andexhibit their persons, when they 
ould hot trust their parses, before the 
‘House.o' pitt the Great, when they 
-'got tired of a on atidience, this proper- 
d, and so invested 
r m an idea of its being more 
is te. contribute nothing towards 


’ 








er" 





that secority!! “You have touched deli- 
“cately upon the King's funds bei 


ed from the Property Tax ; if hie Majesty 
were t lay up notreasuré but in the hearts 
of his people, I should hope he would for 
ever be, aud deserve to be “inexhaustibly 


othing will go down , 
now-a-days but the travestred translations of — 


exempt-_— 


lie 8 
rich. The Property Tax is capable of hh 
made most productive and unex¢eptionable . 
but calling it by ¢his‘name isapalpable so. 
licism, while under its present: provisions tho 
distinction is “made between the differen: 


durations of that property; betwee 
simple estate worth tharty to thirty-five yeas 
purchase, and a life interest not worth one 
The widow or clergyman with one foot in 
the grave, and a helpless family tround 
them must, out of ‘the dast years income of 
200]., contribute as much as the young heir 
to a fee simple estate of the same retital, and 
on the eve of a new letting the insurance of. 
fices know how to calculate the’ different 
values of those interests; but it should seem 
the minister does not ! As further resources 
pray why not sell the Crown Lands (as a 
correspondent of yours suggests), making 
ample compensation, and encouraging the 
agriculture of the country, which a general 
Bill of Inclosure would still further pro- 
mote ? Why not employ the men and 
horses of the waggon train in posting, which 
would: be both exercise and drill:to them 
and an emolument to the country? Why 
not impose a tax on man milliners, and all 
that description of males so shamefully em- 
ployed im different branches which females 
‘are*perfectly competent, and who are thus 
driven to prostitution, less from vicious pro- 
ensity than from vicious proscription? ft 
is but the other day the laudable attempt to 
employ women raised “ the- devil among 
the taylors”’ in London. But, above all, 
why not upon every agreement for the sale 
of stock, whether for money or time, impose 
a tax (which there could be no difficulty in 
collecting), of 2s. 6d. foreach 100],, equal 
to the brokerage now paid? If 1 sell my 
house, my land, my horse; by auction or 
appraiseemnt ; nay, if I give them away by 
deed in my life-time, or if I devise or be- 
queath them after my decease in the colla- 
teral line, in none of those shapes can they 
be transferred without being subject to2 
tax. But though every thing deserving the 
name of property is thus subject to taxation 
upon the transfer, that thing ealled ‘ stock’ 
still forms the single exception, and may be 
transferred, either between natives or fo- 
reigners, to ‘any’ indefinite amount, and 
through 1000 hands within as many hours, 
without producing to the exigencies. of the 
state, on the credit of ‘which: it hives and 
moves, and has its being; one’ single s!%° 
pence! My’ opinion: most decidedly 
| that the thing «which is amoarally wrens; 
| can never be politically fight under 2"7 
circumstances: ‘* Honesty is the best p 
Ticy ~amongst»mationgas well as indi" 
duals ; therefore I wish for the abolition # 
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the slave trede ; and therefore also I wish 
for the annihilation of the fands (without 
which it is nonesense to talk of the Bank re- 
suming cash payments, indeed, not much 
less thaw monsense to talk of the physical 
energies of the country, which this vapour 
must: continue io paralize); but the shape 
in which I foresee ‘‘ that consummation so 
devoutly tobe wished” is, by the simple, 
cradual, cancerous operation of the tax eat- 
ing up the whole of the inéderest, and then 
let ‘* Nature’s fools” look for the trincipal 
wherever they can find it. Though I have 
suggested some sources of taxation, I am 
thoroughly convinced that a proper economy 
in expenditure will supersede the necessity 
of resorting to them. But I much fear 
that 

«< JEconomy is young ambition’s ladder, 

‘€ Whereto the climber upwards turns his face 

‘* Until he has attained the topmost round, 

*¢ And then he tarns his back. < 
Our present ministry were prodigal in pro- 
mises, but the best of them remain yet to 
be performed. I shall be slow to censure, 
well knowing that the successors to Mr. Pitt 
could not have any thing like ‘‘ a. bed of 
gl to repose on ; he had planted there 
ut. tso. many thorns, ever, I fear, to be 
plucked. out, but they have not hitherto 
rained ground in the good opinion of —— 
Prosus.—20th June, 1800. P.S. That 
the provision made for the collateral branches 
of the Nelson tamily is excessive, many peo- 
plethink, but, pray, sir, hasamy provision (un- 
less by their High Mightinesses of Lloyd’s) 
been made for the widows and families of 
the two Captains, Duff and Cooke, who fell 
at Trafalgar ? 











ON THE REFORM OF FINANCIAL ABUSES. 
| LETTER XI. 

Sir ;—In your Register of the 17th ult. you 
have heen pleased to refer your readers to a 
series of Jetters written by me on the subject 
of the public expenditure (Vol. 7, Index p. 
1006. and. Vol 8. Index. p. 1083.) and to 
give it as your opinion, that if the mode I 
have pointed out of keeping and stating the 
public accounts was adopted, it would be 
perfectly easy for a very few public spirited 
members of Parliament to bring to light 
every material abyse. A reforence and an 
opinion of this kind coming from your dis- 
criminating judgment, connected with a 
very anxious wish on my part to contribute 
towards an_efficient reform .in the present 
abused and riinous system of conducting the 








Supplement to Ne 25, Koh 


expenditure of the public money induced me 
again to come forward, and endeavour 
through your Register co press upon the at- 
tention of the public and the ministers 
the absolute necessity of altering the method 
of keeping and stating the public accounts, 
in order that any good result may flow frofn 
the measures proposed to parliament for pre- 
venting the accumulation of atrears of un- 
audited accounts in future.—I believe, Sir, it 
may be stated with-great safety, that the 
true cause of the failure of the late ‘method 
of auditing the public accounts arose entire- 
ly out of the citiculties that occurred in 
consequence of the variety of methods, © at 
the variety of accountantants followed, 
in keeping accounts of their receipts and pay- 
ments. That these accounts instead of be- 
ing produced before the imprest commis- 
sioners ready for examination, were bronght 
before them in such forms, as to make it ut- 
terly impossible that any examination could be 
had of them, until they were put in other 
forms, either by the parties themselves, or 
by the clerks belonging to the Linprest 
Office. I believe, Sir, that no man will deny, 
that, if Mr. Pitt, when he established the 
board of commissioners for auditing public 
accounts, had procured an act of Parliament, 
for making every public accountant of évery 
description keep a débtor and creditor ac- 
count of all receipts and payments according 
to the mercantile system of book-keeping, 
and enacting that each principal accountant 
should, on the last day of every year, balance 
his books, and return to the commissioners a 
balance sheet, and that each such accountant 
should do the same to his principal. I say, 
Sir, that I believe no man will dey that 
such a measure would have prevented such 
an occurrence, as that of 450 millions of the 
public money being at this moment undac- 
counted for, And if so, will it not be next 
to downright madness to multiply the num- 
ber of boards of commissioners, and to omhit 
the removal of the cause of the failure of 
the last board. It certainly will be s6, and 
therefore I feel particularly’ anxious to hear 
that Lord Heury Petty will immediately pro- 
ceed to carry into effect that part of his plan 
which goes to. provide for the. introdhittion 
of the mercantile system of stating the pro. 
ceedings of public accountants. Iriust odn- 
fess, however, I have'my apprehension: t!.at 
this will not be thecase, Edo not chink 
his Lordship has dwelt so much npes this 
part. of irs reform, as he Would “sre 
done had: fie been fally aware’ of th “he 
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931] 
mportance of it. I. cannot find in. any. of 
the reports of his speech, that his plan went 
farther than to oblige all public accountants 
to-returao their balances to the impfest,com- 
missioners, This .will fall very far short-of 
what otight to be done; for how can these 
balances. be correctly returned, and. their 
correctness quickly ascertuined, unless the 
previous necessity is established, and inipos- 
ed upon every accountant of: keeping his 
books literatim et verbatim as the mer- 
cantile system of book-keeping directs, The 
superiority of this system doés not merely 
consist in the rules it lays down, that. ba- 
lancesshall be periodically struck; but in this, 
that when a balance is struck, it may be.as- 
certained instantly and by bare inspection 
without any calculation, whether it is, or is 
not, correct ; that is, the system ts such that 
it exposes all incorrectness, as it were me- 
chanically, and without. any faculty of me- 
mory or calculation being wanted to assist it. 
I say then’ that fo control the public accoun- 
tants effectually, they must be compelled by 
act of Parliament to keep their books of. ac; 
counts ima regular prescribed form; namely, 
that in use with: merchants and. tradesmen ; 
and in order that Parliament may control.them 
who are to contro} the accountants,, that is, 
the imprest cdramiissi mers, the'act should 


stated annually inthe. same. form, and so 
as to be printed arid} repared fit for the use of 
the members of iat : of 

before thé ‘Chancellor of the. . Exeheque 

should bring 7o_his Budget. If such pro- 
visions are “en ted by lay, one. commitfe of 
‘the House’ of. € athinons: will’ be fully ade- 
quate to make report ina few. days, in each 
session, upoti thé stiite of the fuuds of the 
public; the _willbe conzpetent to. detect all 
abuses; and the p dctice, of afew years in. ex- 
amining the public expenditure,” will afford 


ness or incorrectness of ghe statemerits laid 
before Parliament, that. the trouble of éx- 
amining theta would be sq very trifing, and 
would be sowellestablished, gnd so genceally 
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much valuabletafor ination; and highly credi- 


Tart 
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gs }t has ofien been remarked; 


srovide. that: the “public.accounts should: be . 
pobiic.a ; 


ouse of Commons; ° 
b 


to those whi may serve on these comupittees, 
so great a facility of ascertaining the Coryeet | 


the certaint#-of all, buses. being, detected: 


‘Known, eee ugh system svould be found. 


enh weds pyevalls” 


“ts : a rs SP vod ee “eear,? 
work og the-Pablie Revenue, as containing... 
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tabletothe late Hou se of Com m@ 0s of. pee , j 2 arg civil-and failitey, 
ue laws 


rm of Fin . £932. 
‘* and regulations established in-small states’ 
‘are in general wiser, .and bettencalculated 
“¢ to. obtain the ends in view, than. thosé of an 


ce 


extensive empire; ‘and, as one proof among 
** many. others which , might be adduced to 
“* support the justness.of that observation. it 
‘“ may be remarked, that the system adopted 
‘in Ireland, prior to the union, forpassing 
“the public accounts, seems to be infinitely 
“« preferable to the one which took placein 
* the British parliament. In the latter caée, 
‘* a supply was voted, without any previons 
“ inquiry regarding the necessity thereof, and 
‘* anumber of accountswere called for; which 
‘‘ were detailed by -the Chancellor of the 
“« Exchequer, in what was called his budg’t } 
‘“‘ whereas, in Irelarid, the following moré 
‘* regular system was parsued.—In the first 
** place, certain accourits, properly arranged, 
‘* of the expenses of government, and the 
‘** produce of every branch of the revenue, 
** were annually Jaid before the house of 
““commons. As soon as these were pro- 
“* duced, a committee. was appointed to 
‘* inspect them, ‘and 'to report their opinion 
‘“thereon, with power to appoint sub-com- 
“* mjttees,. that the accounts; if necessary, 
‘« might be moré minutely examined. When 
<« the report of the committee, accompanied 
‘* with the accounts therein referred ‘to, was 
<* presented, it-was ordered tolie upon the 
‘* table for the perusal of the members, soon 
‘“3tter it was. referred to the committee of 
‘supply ; and then the hotise. resolved, 
aiter evidence of the. necessity , thereof, 
‘« «© that -a supply be granted+to his Majesty.’ 
‘“‘—This plag is.certaiply’ preferable to the 
‘“ one’ adopted. in the “British parliament, 
‘‘ which has been already explained. Its 
‘superiority. appeared so evident to the 

‘Trish house of commons, that it became 4 
“ standing .order_of the house, ‘f ‘‘ that no 
. © money bill be read until the report from 
‘* “© thecommittee of accounts be first made. 
‘§ This .previous. examination was a great 
.{{ check upon- improvident expenses, antl 


“ 


. 


¢ 


" 


|:** with such authentic documents to refer 


-£.t0,the members ‘could feason with more 
-‘* adwantage-on the financial circumstances Oo! 
:‘‘ the.pation,. than could be done from loose 
and undigested documents, ar the harangue 
“of any minister heweret distinctly stated — 
SThis.excellent:plan- was first adopted 1m 


» het! 2092, ) when. the -ordigany’ réyenue of the 


pS crown. being found inadequate - to the 


: |ufS.pubhe expenditare, a. stipply was neces- 


“sarily. (appiedsor . It was, then resolved, 
“that the state of the revenue “of thte 
“nation, aid” also. the: establishmen's 

Should. be laid before 
“-* the‘house, in erder that it may the betics 
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ap ae ee, AAS ee Pere er ea Oe Lage 74 m>* a a . hee. 
«© be known, what supp.ies- Were fetessary’ ~ officers (uider wh: tever. naine) Jetus talfé a 
«eto be given.” “Phe tysten? has ever “lesson from, gxporivage » Do we'net know, 


“since ‘been sShserved, With hardly an\ 
‘© omission, “ever 
its progress 5’ ve hus been’ ad. 
“ hered to with the. Fitiest gpasstble anen- 
« tion.”"—Fhave thé hint pking Revi é RX, 
June 1, Y8O6. ‘ 
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conmiverdnene OF? ACCOUNTS, 
Srr ;+++<The ' ‘following 








mediately tpon. theofficial disclosure of thie 
state of irregularities ithe PublioAcéounts: 
From the hurry of: business they wére thrown 
by, till your-own observations: appeared ; 

which might seentto® stipersede the - nt< 65- 
sity of thé following.” ‘Phe writer could not 

have received amore convincing proof -of 
the correctness Ofhis'ideas. On-one point, 
however, he’ had* gone one step’ farther ; 


viz. in the-proposing the only possible effec- | 


tual mode of -preventity -suelt dreadffl 
] 


abuses in future and of "restuing “the public + 


rom the hands*of depredators,. . te hopes, 
thereforéj they: will-still:be > inserted, as soon 


as it can -be sone’ 


set of memwhatevers <0) ) °° . 
«Sea quis custoilict Ipsos ctistodes?” 

Sir; 
most for repetition; (vere it net that jtke 





almost all trite and common makims‘itis also | 


strictly true); that there ate: few-men of such 


disinterested dispositions, and:such iiffexible 


integrity, 
tions to. private emoliment: 
strained -by fear, 
scrutinizing eye of inquiry. 
occurred in public stations in this country, 
many and larnentable proofs of the truth of 
this maxim, “is now” a fact well known, and 
much observed upon, by all-who have .cyes 
to read, or-ea¥s to hear. The amount to 
which frands:and irregularities lave attained 
is so enormousy as to have astonished even 
those who'were beforenot ignorant of the 
existence of grievous abuses; and who were 
not unused to'scenes. of: fraud: and: peciila- 
tion. Ttisalso, now, not only allowed, but 
proclaimed, that theyrwho- under whatever 
name, haveshitherto:been appointed to exa- 
mine fnté accéunts, ant to ‘correct abuses, 
have failed in that, for which a@/one they 

were appointed by: parliament.—In cortdider? 
ing what ohecks, may with probability of 
success be’ app 
peculation gid mismanagement, the tidea! of 
commissioners has been «suggested.» But, 

before we’ flatter ourselves with thre hopes 
of redress’ from the appointment of ssuch 


that they.can withstand tempta- 
when upre- 


resarks< were - 
written’ for insertionsin-you? RéeeRer, ify | 
~ priety be entertained) 
 fecis in thifcountry, as lo: 1g aS it exists as an 


“They comé-trott one'to- | 
tally unconnécted with aby party or-| 


-It isan observation too trite al- | 


and: uncontrojed by the | 
That there have | 


lied to ‘this “alarming evityof 


a 4 zs ~~ 


that long, long aga, there were | officers : Pe, 
poi inted ‘fér this very pi pose # Meus, high, 
in reputation, and -distingnished. for, tank? 
Kor the vast benefits which. the natian dias. 
derived from. theu disinte, ested abd honest. 
exe rtic ins, 


ww fal dis Josuré’ lately made; a” disclosure 


whitl L (in Wh; ever motive s it may ha 2 Oia 


einated, coffcerning Whjgh a. “conden ible; 
de giee. of speculation may without impro- 
‘iL be. felt in its sef- 


indep endent nation, or a trace remains of its 
original constituyon, It requires nothing 
more that inquiry into the mode of appoint- 
ing these officers in the ‘civil, military, and 
yaval departments, and to, consider what 
they must be, and actyally are, to be con- 
vinced that the appointment Is, and always | 
must -be totally’n gatory, 28 to the ends of 
publi e justice ;. that it is and alwa ays. must be 
‘not Only use less, but prejudicial to tHe inte- 
rests of the nation, ‘That they truly may be 
denominated a Committee of Secrecy, inas¢ 
much as they would keep back that.whieli it: 
might be though t inexpedient for the public 
‘ye'te see; and which you and I, Sir, .as 
“contribu ting to the public purse our niite 
(almost our ° last) have a right to look into: 
‘That this prediction will be verified, and 
that sh rély too, I will venture’ to assert. 
The members of the Ifouse of Commons 
are styied the guardians of the public purse. 
Low. the ‘put blic purse. has ae, beem 
cuarded, let: the fore volng remarks 3 let the 
conviction of every ones let,the exhasied 
finances of the Countty; let the exhansied 
pockets of the individual’ testify. “What the 
prospect is, Which we now have before us, 
unless the publi c purge is in future guarded 
against. depredation, itis most awful to con- 
sider. It becomes hecessary, therefore ; to 
inquire by what mode, these guardians, may 
be induced ; nay, rather, may be. obliged to 
do their duty, by attending to the interests 
of the nation. Let us reyert to the. shert 
meee which Ihave chosen for my motto. 
Sed quis custodict apsos. cushades. PAS. 
hope and trust many read. this Register 
who, perhaps; may not read Latin, I sballin- 
sert'a translation; viz. ** Byit who. shall swat 
“ those Guardians of, the Pyblig Purs ’’ To 
this I answer} that: nnléds. the ano on n itsete 
a the- necessaty cautrol over--them, no 
bith of being: nominally they tere really 
the representatives. of the hation, we shoald 
find that controling power in full force ; to 
prevent abuse, t ¢: to redress iiself. Is it 
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because the members of the House of Com- 
ions are, or because they are not the repre: 
sentatives of the people; because they are or 
because they are aof returned. by indepen- 
dent electors, that they bave suffered the 

ablic’ money to be thus. shamefully squian- 
Sore | and! ‘misapplied > Misapplied, I ada ; 
hecause we may reasonably ‘be allowed to 
doubt whether: some considerable part Iras 


{ie purposes-of corruption, and the purchase 
Of se@recy and indemnity.—-looking, then, 
to the @rormous evils. which Rave arisen 
from thé want of control, let us ask, is 
there'any possible mode but that one which 
hat been sugeested;) viz. the freedom of 
election? Is it not indispensiéle that the re- 

resentative should feel a consciousitess that 
ye i# gent to act.as the honest agent of his 
‘constituents ; and thaton theit good opinion 
ef his conduct, he must entirely depend? 
‘To what. then, isthe opposite principle, viz. 
of indifference to the good opinion of the 
constituent to be attributed? Is it owing to 
the idéa’ prevailing, that.a very great ronjo- 
rity of the nation have no power of control 
~whatever over those who are styled the re- 
“presentatives of the nation? Isit owing to 





“qn 


«* sumed t6 emanate from and to be identi- 


Om kympat 
‘#¢ nourable feelings; does -he find such a 
2 42 ae tative body to exist? Does he not 
8 find’ from the most indisputalle authority 
*< 4hat a decided majority are returned, not 
* 48 by thé Collected voice of those wham they 
+ «© gppéar fo-represent, but under the private 
*«¢tatronage;or-by the immediate authority 
“14 of954 individuals ?”—Does then the re- 


* ~présentative believe:(or rather does he know) 


4 imselt ' ts? betotally-independent of the 
iy , | bea of the mation? And, does he, 
a  théréfore, ‘ridicule the ideaof responsibility, 


“These, Sirare questions sto which it be- 


#404 Setond Jetter to the high sheriff of the 

eounty of Lincoln, by I. Cartwright, Esq. - 
Diferunts, t =u ee Hi 

fe Org : 
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frot been applied, direct/y and ppirectty to | 


’ thé British public to obtain a ‘satisfac. 
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tory answer. At this time the necessity. for 
chat answer is daily becoming more urgent , 
inasmuch, as the burthens which they are 
told are necessary and unavoidable. The 
privations, to which they are obliged to sub. 
init; and the prospects to which they must 
now look forward, are such that the stontest 
heart may well be appalled. The statement 
of accounts now brought officially before the 
pitblic eve ; as it. cannot be disproved, so it 
is in itself the most convineimg, thé most ir, 
tefragable argument in favour of that mea. 
sure which the real friends of the constituion 
have long seen, to be indispensit-le to the 
safety of the country; of that méasure which 
all oar raost able statesmei: have at sam: 
time of their politi¢al lifé supported, recom- 
mended, and enforced: Their* ¢ubsequent 
deliberation of that ‘princijte “is” itself the 


| Strongest proof of the absolute neéessity of 


a 


“the &norvtedge that by tar the greater part of | 
“those who pay their money in. the shape of | 
taxes of every denomination which the in- | 
*getiaity of ‘man can devise, have no more 
power of inquiring into,the management of | 
if; than asubject ot the Grand Seignior, ora _ 
/pativé of Otaheite? When a Political In- | 
rer*’seéks the awfully majestic repre- | 
presentative body of this great nation, em- 
phatieally stiled “ The Commons of Great | 
- "Britaln in Parliament assembled,” “ pre- | 


~ « fied ‘with’ the great mass of the people; | 
“© t6ached by their every grievance, and | 
hising in all their natural and ho- | 


| thie foal - Whatever form or disouised) whic 
““‘ercept to fhose by wham he is relly tehirned. ; 2 r or name ai gui ) 


; 





fair and tree répresentation’can euér be Jo 


the measute. It fs needless to add, that | 
allude to a reforny in the representation of 
the cotintry ; that one only meastire, which 
(1 assert it fearlessly, and in defiance of so- 
phistry and misrepresentation) would secur> 


the public trom future’ malversations, <n! ‘ 
eventually save it from total ruin and destruc- 1 
tion. + It is the on/y effectual, constitutions! i 
preventative of abuse of every kid, and of ‘ 
every degree, in the management of the prb- ¢ 
lic affairs. Without ‘this other hundreds of c 
millions will be’ squandered, (if, indeed, they r 
can any longef be raised from the exhausted si 
pockets of the country) other defayiters will “ 
blaze forth in insulting splendour——- Bur- te 
thens, such ‘as human_ nature ean scarcely t! 
support, will be heaped upon a sinking m- th 
tion, to furnish forth the ostentatious profi- y« 
sion” of “public depredators. Frequently, in 
Sir, have we been told in the high-flown th 
language of oratory, that. ‘**we must Jook se 
© our dangers manfully in the-face.” We of 
do, Sir.. It has never yet occrrred that Bri- )- 
tons could fear 4 foreign foe. Bat, were | ob 
to allow myself to enlarge a little on that ex- pr 
pression, (so frequently trumpeted forth, o cle 
eyery proposition of a new tax) I should sy Ti 
‘that there dre dangers, to which we mus su 
look forward, more frightful and alarming, \ 

than myriads of foreign inyadets, and hots ty 

of open foes. We must ‘encounter; 04) wa 
we must overcome (or inemtably perish as q 

independent nation) that countless mul. itu a 


of frands, abuses, ‘and peculations, (undet 





“Poust otherwise bring ‘speedy destruction 


thé Jand~ No nation governing itself bj 










_No natiog ever yet recorded in the annals 4 
the world, has’ beén ‘able Jong to bear up 4” 
der the debilitating consequences of comtf’ 
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tion. Thepage of history presents us a pic- 


ture, awful in thé extreme. Let but the 
contributors fo the enormous sums now 
rained upoa the nation, be identified with 


the electors. . Let, by this means responsiti- | 


lity be established. Then (but rot ¢i// then) 
economy shall. succeed to profusion ;” ho- 
nest management to fraudulent peculation., 
—Then, Sir, having baffled at home this hy- 
dra which weuld destroy us, shali we be 
enabled to defend our native land, and-our 
constitution. (the best existing in the world 
when well administered.) ‘Then may we 
bid defiance to hosts of armies, led on by 
tyrants, and themselves slaves !—I remain, 
Sir, &c——Custos. 
4LERGY NON-RESIDENCE. 

Sir; To say that I esteem your Re- 
gister as fa¥.superior to every periodical pub- 
lication of the day, would be but faintly to 
express. my admiration of it: nor would 
you, I believe, consider such an assertion, 
as any-very flattering compliment. I shail, 
however, venture to congratulate you on the 
success. that has attended its publication ; and 
to say, that I feel an honest pride in reflect- 
ing that it has placed you in so independent 
a situation.. Pursue, Sir, the same course 
of undeviating sectitude,.in your political 
conduct, anda grateful country will ever 
remember you. with that esteem, which you 
so justly ‘*. prize, beyond allthe righes, and 
** all.the honors of this world!’ T-enter- 
tain so high an: opinion of your liberality, 
that I believe you will not value thy esteem 
the less, although I coufeds that I differ from 
you on two subjects of very considerable 
importance: I mean the Slave Trade, and 
the Residence of the Clergy. If a few ab- 
servations, on the residence and pluralities 
of the clergy, shall be deemed worthy of a 
place. /in- your. Register, 1 shall be much 
obliged by your inserting them. When you 
proposed a tax of 20.or £30 a year.on every 








clergyman.that did noi reside on his benefice, | 


I am saspicious, that you had uot given the 
subject, so fall a consideraiion, as it merits. 
Was residence insisted ppon with the severf- 
ty that. you seem to wish, I think that it 
would be productive of unany evil gonse- 
quences? . 1 am certain that you cannot de- 
sireto. see the clergy less learned or worse 
educated, than they. are at present: but a 
severe prebibition of pluralities aud non-re- 
sidence, would, necessarily, have this effect. 
Tisat,: living. is added to living ; aud_pre- 
moray Yast Pe Uyat Pa most illite- 
rate, and useless of the profession, aré se- 
lectedusthe objectaof such munificent new 
» 4 serious and crying 
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sin; but, by bestoWing preferment in tins 
manner, th®patrons abuse actrust,’ vested in 
them, for far ditferent-purposes, Are you 
acquainted, Sir, with \the amount. of the 
sum fecessarily expended inthe regular eda, 
cation of a clergyurA? He jnust exercise 
the most rigid economy, (andy ata time,of 
life, when‘ééonomy is but dittle thought off, 
to compleat his education .-for Jess-thaa 
£1000! And this large expenditare arises 
trom the state of soviety ;. asy, the daabits-or 
the clergy, will necegsarily alter, with ti¢ 
habits of those~ around thems There. are 
some exhibitions and ‘scholarships at, the 
Universities, but af yery small value, as 
mostof them have-never: been raised siaice 
their institution, by the original APinders, 
and benetaciors of thecolleges. Let us, by 
way of elucidating my imended argument, 
suppose the case of a clergymen, who has 
expended £1000 (probably all that he. is 
worth in the world) preparatory to his enter 
ing the church; this enables bim to under- 
take the cure of a parish in the neighbour- 
hood of his birth place: perhaps be also 
opens a school; amd, by every exertion of 
his industry, goutiives to support his’ family 


| in some degree of respectability; yet, he 


cannot save, out of his li:de income, apil- 
tance, even sufficient, to (place gut his 
children in any trade or profession. Much 
less, can be indulge the most distant hope, 


| Of leaving eny thing behiad hin}, when he 





Ee oe 


- reply, 





He has now a small living given him, 
at a great distance from his Place of abode. 
He can, therefore, lay by, let us say, £50 
a year, for the benetituof bis family: he* 
now no longer sighs atthe sprighily sallles 


of his children : he doés net, iv solitude, 


brood over the inevitalle misery. of, their 
destiny : hope brightens his prospects: he 
now ftultils Lis duty with pleasure and alueri- 
ty: he lives coatentedin hishumble sphete ; 
and dies in péace with man, and full of ex- 
pectation froth his God! Would you, Mz. 
Cobbett, take 20 or 301. a year, trom such 
a man as this ?--or compel: bun to reside? 
And yet 1 have drawn neunegmimon cage 5 
there are many, even inthe nénow citcle 
of my acquaintince, whoexactiy answer to 
this description! A person, possessed . of 
two small livings, is often in the same pre- 
dicament. But, you ask, how is the 
church of the Non-Resident Clergyman to 
be supplied wath 4m duty? Lo this { 
area grent ber of 
you a come y Hamas pinay 
atsojutely and literally from te ; 
they re I “wo? Cambridge, « chiefly. 
the ern counties; and they @e ¢ 


“wlive’ there bythe refuse of the fellows 
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table, and by the exhibitions.and scholar- 
ships, that I mentioned above : their rustici- | 
ty of manner never wears off, \ nor. seceives |: 
the slightest polish’; and, a stipend-of 701. 

a year in a country village, will procure 
Juxuries fér'them, to which they have never . 

"been accnstémed. But, Tw ill ask any un- 
reptiliced man, if be imagines that the 
‘chitirch would he’ improved,. areligion bene- :| 
“fited) ‘if all. the clerty were composed of | 
sucht mens? And of suc hi only would the 
eburchr ae weté the system you propose 








‘adopte ow permit me to oftgr.aremark, 
on, thé Pray riety Of a.fésident. curate, and 
to ‘ge vices, an every, parish... ‘T certainly 
‘wish that 'S nie "regalations, Were made re- 
specting this ; 3 Hat to insist , upan it-invaria- 
‘bly; Wonlg “hot be productive of any. good.. 
In I ti v illages,., thereare many; of, the 
" people,” (wives. of labourgts particularly: and | 
“female seTy ants of. families), w tho can never | 
“attend, ihe church in ¢ €. mg ming: if. you. 
“intistet i} this déublé duty they. would never 
“ hear’a sérmon} whereas, when, the’ service 
is alternately an the” morning. and j 
they’ bave tk bg sans opp“ pen ee heating: | 
 sefinong with “others. “Tt must. be.‘temeni- }. 
’ bered, that no clergyman is. gommpellable by 
“the statute, to preach ‘morethap.gnejser-_ 
hon ina lay, ‘and that in ‘the morming. Jf +: 
hat route’ make ¢ an inpovation 4n- this: ors 
ace, Y you Should reflett, on “Rheyinjury, | 
aii vicardges,” it large fownsy would | 
Ratan W here, ‘the afternoan,,, of evening. 
~ dectuteship” ‘Ts often. an en ‘ok. very 
eer engequence ‘fo the oF aa 5 
a: gl not dilate on the nece of cholding 
ut “suptridr rewards, as... my stimulus to 
fatent; Ror on many ‘other arguments, that, 
aN themselves | to muy. “mind. aim féar- 
al,” ‘that [have’ alteady trespassed ‘too long, ” 
Our time and ca Sa am, Sir, 
ae Huger ye 11, 1806. 
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| tin oo Buy was’ nittch’ pleased’ to observe 

- Sec Had Hot] left paw in, .your last’ | 
egistet, ee intendelt tax upon private | 

> ptewity’ 1 any’ ra oft which. you. 

-* ytistly, tp} ) itera ; independent of that, 

in fe) opinion; the end of this, tax “will be, 

SA ‘defeated “With” respect’ to ré-{| 


oe view. ; In the. 
Wate brewing willing) great 
i Will” put an. 
yy we 
“T pn ke lea 
( ir t eav 

erence of uses frites i 
Te “tifstels ‘te thé vhogshéad . we vhereas , 
y egipinoni brewer. does not Apake use of. 
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POLITICAL REGISTER.— Brewing Tar. 


ferndon, |.-plenish it, 


article. she. pleases..fo his, customers. 


[940 
| More than from 4 to 5 bushels to the same 


quantity of beer: in. this instance’ alone 
there is a loss to the revenue of from 4 to 8 
hyshels ;, the sate in proportion wilt be the 
loss- in duty upon hops ; ; the private® brewer 

using mo other article in his beer thin malt 
and hops, ‘and a.much larger quantity’ of the 
latter. .i1¥ “propor rtion, - ‘than the’ common 
brewer ; the injury done to the hop-growers 
will. .alsa. be severely felt, particiil: nly in 
Surrey,- that country’s growth. being finer, 

and, in- much-greater demand -by the priv: te 
brewer than any other.- It may: perfiaps be 
answered, that. the.common: brewer will 
make up, this deficiency to-the-revenite, by 

the inerease-of..quantity he will sellin con- 
sequence of this ack: uper, w hich astrong 
>doubt arises. -Dhe.tax. may be productive 
for one year, as.those. persons who have 
| already their home-brewed beer, must com- 
mute for, drinking, it, or what is worse, 

suffer an éxcisemaa to.,enter their houses ; 
but-it will, not-be so.a..second year ; their 
- stack being g exhausted, “sthey ‘will. net re- 
bnt..give up theit Jast sproud 
‘boast of, realing themselves; and’ friends, 
Atith home-brew: ed old English strong: beer. 


families. inthe. Kingdon): will endeavour to 
adopt some beverage or-other in lieu of the 
| beer. they, will otherwise. be compelled to 
take of. the common: brewer, who, having 
no competition: to mind, will deal out any 
It is 
matter of astonishment that the enormous 
duty upon malt-haa: been. paid swith little ot 
no grumbling ; it being new very ‘Little shor 
ot As..Od. avbushel, and-hasbeen sold in the 
last. year at 13s,.6d. ;..yet has. the. priva 
brewer . strained a poiat: not. to sehinguist 
-this almost only. pride deft to an Engliskmar, 
which, if the present,bill should pass into 
law will totally exclude him, from -—In fact, 
every person that, I. have heard: speak upol 
the subjeeteis indignant-at it., >The comforts 
of.the peasant, and- die various deseription 
| of Jabourexs will be-entirely done away; 1 
_be assured, :those masters who. were in the 
} habit, of” allowing this: little, comfort to 
éxhsusted ‘and almest famished frames ©! 
at theit Jabourers,».wilk~fors the greater p* 

| relinguish.; the, practice 5. and, instead af 
seeing the poor peasant going: cheerfully 
his Jabour,at sup-rige.with his wooden bot 
of. honje-brewed, beer to,refresh him_ in bs 
arduous toil. till. sunset, rd ex must be | i 
gubstitutes, and.sin. | many, cds. arditiic®: iy 
to. procure even. peti alone: ongh 
“have same Ao>prevent ‘such 3? © 
‘passing. As it respects the FOvENUes,# I be 
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O41) ‘JUNE 21, 
‘whose whole concern is serving private fami- 
‘lies, that the duty he pays in the maltin 


season, is from’ 1,000 to. 1,200).; and 
know several others who pay nearly the sarhe 


‘sum, and serving the same description of 


versons, Such ‘immense duties - from per- 
- sons apparently im‘a small line of business, 
is, as.I before observed, owing to the much 


greater Constmption “in proportion of the ° 


private brewer, to that of the common 
brewer, together with a much larger pto- 
portion of Hops? depend on it, this will be 
severely felt by the revenue even in the next 
“malting season ; bat carry the idea farther 
when the present private stock is out and 10 
more réplenished’; when families will have 
no reason’ to*commute and will endeavour to 
find out some other beverage ; when either 


fronx disgust, or necessity, they will have’ 


dis eees of their brewing utensils, and rely 
on it, that once done, ‘they will never be 
enabled to replace them, from the very great 
advanced price of copper, cooper's. work, 
&e. “I say, to carry the idea on. to these 


‘thimgs, andthe mischief to the revenue is, 


incaleulable’; to say nothing of the very 
creat injury’ to the jandéd ititerest. Barley 
will be a mere drug ; at present, the commiqn 
brewer (I may almost say) is the barometer 
‘of the market, and will be entirely so when 


- the competition ceases that now exists; my 


information upon this head, I am ecanfelent 
may be depended on. Another description 


- of persons ought not tobe forgotten, I mean 
‘the cooper ; Ww vhose bread will ‘be taken from 
shi 

‘iM, 


‘In a Word, there never was perhaps 
a tax involving in its train so’ much, misc — 


‘tot only t& the comforts ofthe people: it 


eeneral, but defeating the very end it was 


‘ méant to answer, and when once effected, it 


Will be too late by any alterations or repeal- 
vy, ever to ‘restore that branch of the re- 
Venme to’ its present great and beneficial 
Indeed,’ sir,. as you justly ob- 
serve; if will go neatly to the breaking up 
of housekeeping ; completely destroying the 
hospitality of the higher classes of society, 
and excluding thé middling from their real 
and ‘necessary: comforts: ~-Since my writing 
the sabove; I ‘see my. bord Henry. Petty 


’ intetds abandoning the excise, and makin: x, 
thei Wholé Table fo assesment ; that alter- 
‘ native would ‘have been otherwise generally 

- resorted’ to had the formér not been. given, 


ups T ‘sificerely hope, when his Jordship 
difficulties. that. will’ 


onsiders the man 


rade the enfoteing this ‘act; ‘the almost 
 wértaitity Of its ‘ultimately: decreasing, +i in- 
~ ®tead* of increasing: the revenue, added to 
‘avhich * ifs: extreme , ‘appopularity and ‘the 


injury ie sill ao" to.the middle Glass of. the 


. 


1806. Asses wall Tax ese e. » 


“48 than it was at the 


© gression that I: haye: stated. 
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Reuple, and, still amore. to etdig. lower orders, 
that he. wall altogether abandon it.—I amy 
Sir, most respectinlly,. your very gbedient 
bumble Servant, Wi, D.—Close, S SUEY» 
June 4, 4800. 
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* 
“ASSRSSEQ. TAXbS. a 
Six j-——L am sensible of the financial 
embarrassment of the times; times in which 
the arrogant and insqlent perUnacity of our 
late minister was ipa a from one proposed 
object .of taxation, in..which our present 
Chancellor of the Excheguer -has been ale 
ready, indpced. to, abanden. tej in. which, 
as. Mr. Hox says.af the nameroup:taxés im- 
poss during. dhe. Jast: twelve, yearg, not one 
has.” been Lpexcepbionabless, ur. which to 
adopt a yuly var expressi~d Jt.de evident that 
e have got, pretty nearly to ‘the end of our 
finance tgl., tether, andl, am. equally sensible 
that ja’ such times, and. vader: gach circum- 








}, stances, it .behoves eyery well wisher to his 


country, not on, slight g crounds to object to 
any proposed plan, of. raising revenue. [ 
sheuld not, therefore, send you this expres- 
sion..of my extreme dislike ta.the project ted 


augmentation, of the Assessed, Taxes, if .1 
s were 
catried intg effect, 
‘mischiey ous C fhe cts to the ic COPSUE- 


é not in my.conscience persnade d that if 
_it will produce the most 
When 
the ariple agsessment.was. abanddned for the 
Income ‘Tax, Dr. Beeke.. in his, ‘ Observa- 
‘* tionson the Produce of the Inceme Tax,” 
p. 149, published the following sery sen- 
sible reflections. £5 1f the clear income of 
“ a Jane owner, who has neither enlarged 
or diminished the possessions.of bis ances- 
‘€ tors,, is compared with .those of his te- 

* nants, or still, mpre with those of the la- 
« bourers on his. farms; it.vwill be. seen that 
* the difference is very much less at. present 
close .of, the. last .cen- 
“tury; for though the. maney price of his 
‘* reetsis greater, yetitavill not purchase so 
« much new as the. smaller: inceme did a 
« hundred. years.agon Jf only the value 
‘© and iacome of jabour ;in husbaudry were 
‘* coppared with the vakie and income of 
‘ lands, the ‘disproportion, between them 
*< would be ouch /ess than. the-natura]l pro-- 
But the im- 
«© mense@, inflax of avealth. from. -toreign 
“ sources, for. many,years/past;, and the al- 
“ most exclusive possessiongl that wealth 
‘«¢ by those-whosank bigh.in, the, scale of 


property, not.only balances the: effect of 
§ those Jaws whigh charge. the rich with 
«¢ ational, bucdensin’an jngreasing propor- 


<¢. (jou but CAUSES « the difference between 
© the successive Tanks, of -sdcigtysto *be m 
« this respect greaser than it would ther- 
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mone at large than I should otherwise have 
done,’ for, the sake of a short digression 
on the different pressure of the Income 


s 
As 
‘6 
e< 
‘ 


#4 


penses which are visible; or, to use a 
modern metaphor, most tangible. It has 
also been a part of the recent policy of 
this country (and, within prudent limits, 
it is avery gond policy) to assess several 
of our direct taxes.in a ratio progressively 
increasing. Bat itis also true, that the 
greater part of our direct taxes are levied 
oi objects more conducive to the accom- 
modations.of a country life, than to those 
of inhabitants of towns, A country 
life requires many domestic conveniences, 
which in towns are either not at all want- 
ed, or may be easily obtained, and with 
less expense from. persons distinct from 
the family. It consequently, upon the 
same. scale of expenditure, requires more 
servants, larger halitations, more win- 
dows, more horses, Sc. &Fc. Gc. It 
follows, that at present the burden of .as- 
sessed taxesis not really borne in a simply 
increasing proportion to the means of sup- 
porting them, as it is alleged; but in a 
complicated proportion depending on the 
place of residence; bearing far more hea- 
vily on the inhabitants of the country 
than those of towns; “and, consequently, 
on. land-owners than. other men of pro- 
perty ; and. taking most frore incomes, 
which though neminally increasing by an 
augmentation. of rent, yet really bear a 
decreasing proportion to.the whole na- 
‘« tional wealth; and that from circum- 
'* stances which ought not to be controuled, 
* even if it could be done,—In this view of 
‘? the question, the good pelicy of many of 
‘* our direct taxes ig very disputable. They 
have a tendency to discourage the resi- 

ence in the ceuntry of those who must 
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enefit of a general diffusion of men of 
re 


** respectability throughont the kingdom. 
‘They fall with double force on‘ diminish- 
i comes, and scarcely, affect in any 


ee net.an-eguituble proportion those 
ve ihele from various-causes, are wicreasing 
+ as eat oapermied rapidity.———W ith how 
"much greiter pressure then .must. the 


ea aes : ; 
i sment haye fallen of the inha- 
ie the, country, than of those of 
s? And, consequently, on landed 
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, POLITICAL REGISTER.— Assessed Taxes. 
wise -b@.--F ‘have. stated this. a little fie 


Tax, and by that of increased assessment. | 
~-Fyom necessary circumstances, direct |‘ 
taxes in. general will be levied on the ex- | .** 


d 
pay them ; and to duninish the invaluable | 
, 


acome, ’ In this way Leengider- | 
Toeasure when first it: was “pro- 











_ . [oad 

posed ;. the same data, and ‘the same train 
of seasoning on which I-rely in. the pre- 
sent instance, Convinced me: that the for- 
mer description of ‘persons pay assessed 
taxes on equal incomes; iin, at-least,.a tri- 
plicate proportion to the /latter; that the 
increased assessment would, on an ave- 
rage, amount °to’.mueh «more than one. 
tenth of the incomes of. the former, and 
not one thirtieth of those ‘of the latter ; 
and, consequently, that the produce of 
the tax being reduced: by both these 
causes, would fall greatly below the ge 
neral expectation. This is already con- 
firmed in many instances by comparisons 
‘of the local produce of that tax; and of 
the present ten per cent. onincome ; and 
I have: little donbt, but that:the genera! 
event will verify my -conjecture ;. and 
that on a comparison of all towns on the 
one part, and of the country omthe other, 
many of the towns will pay more thm 
last year in very nearly a triplicate pro- 
portion, while the country will scarcely 
pay more tham it did-by the former as- 
sessment ; reduced as that was in a great 
many cases by deficiency of income.——| 
um. not combating the propriety of the 
measure adopted: last year, if considered 
merely as preparatory and experimental ; 
but -I wish to show ‘that any long’ con- 
tinued.perseveranice in the principle of it, 
even. upon a much less extensive scale, 
would ultimately be productive of indis- 
cribable irjury to the whole community.” 
—Itis easy, but perfectly needless, to. prove 
more at Jarge, and to exhibit-with. variety of 
illustration the three propositions thus com- 
pressedly stated by Dr. Beeke. * ‘1st. That it 
is of the highest impertance that respectable 
residents should be diffused over the country. 
2d. That the assessed taxes press much move 
severely on residents in the:country; than on 
those in towns. . And, 3d. That-the assessed 
taxes have a strong tendency to:drive from 
the country all: inhabitants. of property but 
mere farmers. To.these three. proposiiions 

may be added a 4th; that»this dispropor- 

tionate pressure and expulsive tendency 15 

greatest in. the: case of those. persons who 

possessing moderate incomes, are: {agrecab.y 

to the reasous of Agur’s wise) prayer) te 

most valuable, and the most, important 10 be 

retained in the country—++-L speak of We 

clergy as well as:of »the laity, «And:how lit- 
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4% Much excellent ‘mattet: on-this subject 
is to be found ‘im: the Surv sees sel 
of Salop, (publisised by: the Board .of Agt- 
culture} by that» most -meritorions. eharecte! 
Mz, Archdeacen Piymley, now ogbet - 
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tle oreasion ithere is to. devise new motives or 
excuses:for the absence of, the forther, trom 
the rural abedes in which their lots are cast, 
the voluminous and disgraceful catalogue of 
ecclesiastical non-residents lately placed upon 
the table of the ILouse of Commons, most 
lanyentably declares... So much as to the 
nature itselfof. the-Assesied Taxes, ‘Their 
injustice and cruelty is aggravated and exas- 
perated by two practices im the. application 
of them, which dotable expedients of fiscal 
extortion were introduced. by Mr. Pitt, and 
devised I trow by Old Rose. 1a all. cases of 
taxes upon articles of use or enjoyment, the 
first principles of justice: require that every 
persun: within the scope-of such taxes should 
have the option of escaping payment of the 
tax, by: relinquishing the article upon which 
the tax isimposed, im case he shail be dis- 
abled: or: disinclined to continue the use er 
enjoyment of it, after its cast is enhanced by 
the imposition. of the tax, but in the case of 
the assessed taxes this principle is completely 
violated; the assessment is not made upon 
the number of carriages, of horses, servants, 

- &e: &e. which a person actually has, but 
uponrthose which he had a year yga, se that 
the party, pays duty mot upon the enjoyments 
in which he may now be able and dispused 
to indulge shimself with his dininished 
means, but fur those in which he indulged 
himselfilast year. Of sucha mode of assess- 
ment the injustice is always the same, but if 
it be continued in the collection of Lord 

. Henry: Petty’s additional 10 per cent. the 
cruelty of it will be much greater than here- 
tofore, since in. our present circumstalices, 
when av addition of more than 7,130,000). is 

: atone stroké/made to the annual burdens of 


the country, almost the whole class of per- | 


sons deriving their income from landed pro- 
_perty, (and many others) must cf necessity 
gontract their expenditure, or, as Mr. Fox 
expressed it, he who. lives in the first floor 
-mustiremove to the second, aud he who lives 
. iw ‘the second must remove to the garret. 
The.most>notable device for augmentation 
of the Assessed Taxes, is the interpretation 
of the words. Jlorees.and servants not kept 


| forthe purposes of hustandry, which 1 can- 


notanore plainly exhibit to you than by rela- 
) tingthe Questions and Answers which; with 
very Jittle variation, occurred .between the 
re een taxes, ald each of avery 


fj nambep of. farmers, at. ameeting of 


commissioners of taxes. at which I was pre- 
, genta —nbommisaioner.  ‘f Farmer you are 
mifcharged fora horse and man servant kept 


" by you, which you :bave. : itted to’ return. 
oe . 


JUNE.21, L806. -oissessed Tares, > 






1945 
keep no horse but for: thé wse-ofermsy¥ fir, 
and to ride te church Aud tmarket...aee He 


| will you venture toswear that you havetier sc 


within the last years on any Single Scéligidn ; 
ridden your horse except ion yORr tay: we 
io church or market «A: Nu es | emuot 
swear that. J believe Lsoderit onde aw the 
christening ofuny eldest daupghrer' sania, but 
1 do not. keep: it.for. sth puryesese por 
should not thinkoof duingrsp.6 M4 Kes it ho- 
nesily and fairly forthe purposes of my fatm 
and no-other, | Aly otatm it vis ‘that mikes a 
horse necessary to mepand ‘bat’ for’ mm? farm 
1 should never think of keeping ofe)L—c. 
Well, that may be; but now the laws) tat 
a horse used by his owner once in a fear for 
pleasure, is a horse kept for pleasuvé, ‘and 
we must allow the surcharge accordingly. 
Now for your servanti—ef) T° do! assure 
your honour that I keep no'ser ant- but my 
husbandry men. What should Fkeep’a ser- 
vant for ?--—-c. Stay a moarnt, Who sad- 
dles the horse that you ridé?—- B®! Most 
an end I saddle it myself, sometimes the 
plough-bay, or one of my Jebourers f= —¢, 
Very well, very well, you know we have al- 
realy decided that your horse is'a horee kept 
for pleasure, and a maa who attends upon a 
horse kept for pleasure caguoe be called a 
farming servant, so we must allow this spr- 
charge also,”’ The Chancellor <f the Ex- 
chequer has mentioned ‘en additional duty 
upon malt, a much less exceptionable alter- 
nalive than 10 per cent. on the assessed 
taxes, which latter, therefore, should’ un- 
questianably be abandoned: If, however 
uniortunately, it is to be persisted in, stil at 
least it will be the strictest duty of govern- 














3g : oPlease,,your honour, I keep 
noxsenigut-but ny furraing Jabourcts, and J 


4 


ment, to provide that’ ihe assessments be 
_ made upon the enjoyments actually left ta 


) each individual, and not upon those'in which 





| he indulged a year ago. Before I Jay 
| down my pen, I must say afew Words on the 
encouragement held out to harsh “and op- 
pressive surcharges, and the inforinations by 
the pecuniary rewards given not only to suv- 
veyors, Wspectors, and the other inquisitors 
of goverpmet, but also to commen in- 
formers, in cuse the party sarchatged or in- 
formed against, cannot give strict proof of 
the illegality of the surcharge or informa 
tion, while on the other bisid, no coilipensa- 
tion can be made to him as the law now 
stands, forany less.of time, trouble. And ex. 
pense which he may have incurred by reason 
of such infonnation - or “surchatge, even 
shough he éhail prove it to have’ been illegal, 
Sore Le 
.and also thoroughly groundless and vexatious, 
Mrs ‘Tyrwhitt Janes deserves “thé cogdial 


‘great mass/of tates, which it is Bor Shem w 





thanks of everyman who wishes that (he. 
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_ground. whicly he had 
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bear, should not be unnecessarily oppressive 
aud destructive of civil liberty, for the ciause 
which he Jately moved. empowering the 
cominissioners..ander-the property “tax, to 
award reasonable costs to/persons aggrieved 
by groundless: and -vexatious surcharges, in 
respect. of that. duty. And though his speci- 
fic remedy, was not adopted, govertiment is 


bound to turn its attention to the providing | 


some general relief against oppressions of 
that kind. Volumes might be -filled by re- 
ports of such eases, and as the finance secre- 
tary to the treasury expressed a desire to be 
furnished with instances of this kind, 1 will 
submit tohis inquiry the truth of two com- 
munications made to.me on the subject ; one 
is, that last year a great proportion of the oc- 
casional resorters’ tow Bath, wére, without 
any particle of evidence or pretence of just 
suspicion, that they had withheld the pay- 
mept of any tax, or making any return re- 
quired by law, compelled by the revenue in- 
quisitor to-send to; the respective places of 
their ordinary abade tor evidence, or by 
other testimony.to prove that they had not 
violated the Jaws . The’ other is, that about 
the same.time,.-a fellow of the same descrip- 
tion in Gloneestershire; actually compelled 
the attendanee betore the commissioners (at 
a considerable-distance) of alniost every indi- 
vidual, housekeeper \ of a. market town. 
(Newnham or Newent, I think was the 
name of it): upon surcharges, as to nearly the 
whole.of which. it appeared that the only 
ie making them, was 
his adyantageous chance: of considerable pro- 
fit if,he succeeded, and of no loss if he failed. 
‘Taxes must be:paid, and the due payment of 
them should: be: legally -enforced, but’ the 
time,.the money, and the'comifort of réspec- 
table and. conscientious persons, should not 
be subjected..to:.be-violated without remedy 
by the wantonness, irsolence, ‘spite, or ra- 
pacity. of these interested harpies.—X. X. 
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ARTICLES OF CHARGE OF HIGH CRIMES AND 
MIs DEMEANORS GOMMITTSD: BY RICHARD 
COLLEY oMAR@UIS WELEESLEY, IN AIS 


TRANSACTIONS. WITH RESPECT TO HE 


NABOB.VIZIER OF OUDE. 
(Concluded ‘from p. 896.) 

“¢ Be. it .theretore further enacted, 

** by the authority aforesaid, “that it ‘shall 

** not be lawful for the governor “gene- 

“¢ yal. and .coupeil of Fort William: ‘afére- 

_# WE og Without the express commend and 


“«¢ Guthonty.of the said Court ‘of “Directors, 


Vee or ofthe, secret committee of the said 
~€ Court,of; 
« Where hastilaies haye actually“been tom- 
anil saiiene is oBegTepecotiont rn: 2S inade | 









- 


torsy.in. any casé (eXcept’ 
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** for the commencement of - hdéitilities 
ce against thé British ‘nation in. India, or 
“* avainst some of the princes vor states de- 
na pendent thereon, or whése'territories the 
«* said United. Company: shall bexat: such 
““ time engaged by any subsisting treaty to 
‘« defend or guarantee) either. tosdeclare 
‘* war or commence hostilities, or enter into 
© any treaty for making war against any of 
** the country princes er states in India, or 
“* any treaty for guaranteeing the possessions 
“* of any Country princes or states; and that 
** in such case it shall net be dawful:for the 
*« said governor ‘general and council to de- 
“© clare war or commenee hostilities, or en- 


“« tet into treaty for making war-against any 


«* other. prince or state than such-as-shall be 
* actually committing hostilities or making 
‘€ ‘preparations as aforesaid, or to-make such 
** treaty for guaranteeing:the -possessions of 
«* any prince or state,-but-upoa the'eonsi- 
« derdtion of such-prince or ~state-actually 


“© engaging fo assist the-Gompany -against 


“* such hostilities commenced, or: prepara- 
** tions made as aforesaid ;--and*in: all‘ cases 
«© where hostilities shall -be:commentced or 
“* treaty made, the  said-governor general 
‘« and council shall, by the most expeditious 
« means they can devise, communicate the 
« same unto the said-Gourt of Directors, 
** together with.a fullestate of the informa- 
m tion and. intelligence » upon which" they 
“* shall have cotumenced such hostilities, or 
‘* made’such treaties, and their inotives and 
*< reasons for the same at-large?’ » ‘That, by 
an act, passed i in the -year-1773} being the 13th 
year of the reign of his present. Majesty, it 
was enacted, that-‘* forthe’ better manage- 
« ment of the-said United Company's af- 
‘* ‘fairs in India, be it further-enacted, by 
‘« the authority aforesaid, that’ for-the go- 
‘« vernment-of: the Presidenéy ef Fort Wil- 
“ liam. in Bengal, there shall be: appointed 
**"a governor ¢ ceneral, and four: counsellors, 
“* “and that the whole civil andemiltary go- 


_€ ‘vernment of the said Presideticy, and also 


the ordering, management,’ and govern- 


oO? 


‘ment of all the territorjalacqnisitions-and 


* revenues in. the kingdoms of Bengal, Ba- 
‘« har, and Orissa; shall during-sueh tinte as 
“ the ferritorial ‘acquisitions’ and revenues 
«* shall reniain in the possesstoin. ofthe said 
« United “Company, -be, -and.are: thereby 


“vested: ih the said governor general ant 
“© council Of -the- said ‘Presidency: of {Fort 


ae: William, in Bengal, in: likeumanner, to 


ee ‘aly inténts- and: -purpeses-whatsdenr, as 


«© the’ same : NOW are,-ortatany tinte: héreto- 
«8 Wore ans zht have. been. steinised by pathe 
“e res 


and 2 gate enirermeert 
eals ) Paatneverthe- 


. . ’ 
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sa tat council, 


Which troops had.no existence in fact ; 


ee oe 


949\ 
less, the said Marquis Wellesley, in defiance 


and contempt of the laws, to the strict’ ob-- 


servance vf which he was bound by engage- 
nents the most solemn, did, from the | time 
of his arrival in India, conceive and entertain 
the intention, an intention which he finally 
executed, to ericroach upon the power and 
rights of the said Nabob Vizjer, to interfere 
in the intérnal affairs of his government, to 


undermine and. to destroy his, authority over * 
his household affairs, his troops, and his sub-. 


jects, and, under pretences the mast false, 
to extort. from him, .the said. Nabob Vizier, 
his hereditary dominions, so sole ‘moly gua- 
ranteed to- him by the Company . in “the 
treaty of 1798; and that all this he the said 


Marquis. Welle sley did -without the concur- , 


rence, approbation, or consent, and. even 
‘without’ the knowledge of the council of 
‘Beng: il; and without communicating to the 
orto his employers, ‘the said 
Zast India Company, any information what- 


a er-of such his intention or proceédings.—, 


That ‘the means by him, the said Margujs 


“Wellesley employed: for the effecting of his 


designs of encroachment, extortion, and 


“usurpation aforesaid, were, first, the making 
and reiterating of unfounded complaints and 


ie) 
affected apprehensions with respect to the 


Nabob-Viziet’s due payment of the monthly 
kist (or instalment): secondly, the’making 
of ‘continual ‘applications to the Nabob Vi- 


_giet for tke.disbanding of his troops; the 


purport of which applications, together with 
the persecuting and insulting njanner in 
which they were made, being eC idently cal- 
culated’ and intended to disgust the Nabob 
Vizier with his government, “and. to induce 
him to.abdicate his throne: third, the im- 
mediately interfering in the internal govern- 

ment of the Nabob Vizier, the encouraging 
of his subjects to resist his authority, “and 
even the fomenting amongst them a spirit of 


“hostility to the person, as well as, to the 


government, of their sovereign ; and, fourth, 
the pouring into the country of the Nabob 
Vizier. troops in such numbers, and of ex- 
petise so enormots, and _ the adding there- 
untd the amount. of new and unfounded 
clainis, together with charges. for troops, 
thas 


heaping démand upon demand, until the re- 


! vehtes of the Nabob Vizier became. inade- 
Ate to ‘the payment; and having at. last. 


~ eompelied lim, to make an avowal of such 
ound for. demanding from him a cession, 

h perpetuity, Aa one. half of | his territory, as 
“a compensation , ie 108 yment. pt the 
: eebee so “unjustly, in 





OF treaty, of good faith; ‘of — ‘and of 
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¥,-seizing upon, that avowal as the | 


violation’ 





‘ cm Lucknow the 
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honesty, demanded.—That, 4s th rye? 
to- the ‘employ ment of means’ so foul, 's 
wicked, so unworthy ofa sdldfer and a Bri. 
ton, the said Marquis Wellesley did recall 
then” résident! Joba 
Luinsdén, Esquire, who had assisted “in the 
negociating of the treaty°of 1708, and, in 
the room of ‘Tim,‘ did} in the month of June, 
1799, appoint,’ as resident ‘at’ that court, 
Lieutenant Colonel ‘Wilham Scotts with 
whom the said Marquis Wellesley had pre- 
viausly held secret cdnsiltations-as to*his ul- 
timate designs’ with regard to Otide, and 
who, as it here ‘inafter will appear, wis a ré- 
preseakatiye eitirely worthy of* the person 
whom he was chosen to represent, and of 
the designs with’ the acConiplishmént of 
which he was.charged.—That, With respect 
to the alledged ronpayment of the monthly 
kist (or inst: me nt) 48 prov ided in’the treaty 
of 1798, it doth appear from a retrospective 
ici ot the several -treaties and compacts 
petween the English Company and the Na- 
dob Viziers of Oude successively, that the 
aunually subsidy, paid by “that country to 
the Company, had, in the space of twWenty- 
ath years, been augmented by d legrees from 
5,0001. to 050,000). * That, from a letter 
of Sir John Shore, Burdnet: to the secret 
committee of the Court of* Directors, dated 
on the 5th of March, 1708, immediately af- 
ter the conclusion of thé tfeaty Jast-men- 
tioned, and also from a letter of the said se- 
cret. committee to the governot géneral in 
council, dated on the 15th of Ma ay, 1799, it 
doth further ape ar; that it was reasonable 
to expect, and that it acttullywa¥ expected, 
that “ the Nabol} Vizier svoulll’ find ‘con- 
‘«- siderable difficulty in fulfil ing’ his pecu- 
‘© niary engagéments With the’ Cotipany 
“ during tlie first year, or perhaps longer ;' 
and that, by the stip: tions of thé treaty of 
1798,.a burthen full as great, if not greater 
th: in he could possibly be ‘dr, had in the opi- 
nion of Sir John Shoré; Baronet, and also of 
the East India Company, been imposéd’tiyon 
him the said Nabob Vizier. ‘That, ehver- 
theless, the ssid Nebob Vizier did, in a fidn- 
ner the most punctual, begin “and” cortinue 
to make payment of the kists (or instalnte nts) 
as aforesaid fixed and agtéed ‘Upon ; “that ia 
one single instance only did he aiffer to fall 
in atrear. a_ monthly Kist, whith’ he it:me- 
diately afterwards paid up. “That. from the 
“day. of the con¢clustoi of the treaty to the day 
of -its final abrogation by the treaty of ces- 
sion fram him éxtérted by the sdid’Mérquis 
Wellesley, he “the Said Nabob'Vizie? cid, 
with the most perfect sincerity did the! most 
- scrupulous gasd Pith, ‘adheré/ in word and 
to decd, to atf und Sinula ie stipttt: ‘ons 
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nd provisions, and that, therefore, the. pre- 
tences of the said Marquis Wellesley, of, ap- 
prehensigns as to the, punctual payment. of 
the sittsy were insincere, unfounded, apd 


fiise,-and, were intended to mask the unjust, 
Cishovourable, and-perticious designs, which 
he had previously formed for interfering, in 
and encroaching upen the government. of 
tle Nabob Vizier, for disbanding his troops, 
and tinally for seizing upon hjs.territories, iv 
defiance. of the positive compact with the 
said Nabob Vizier, as well as.in defiance. of 
the law before cited, which he the said Mar- 
quis Wellesley was solemnly bound. to ob- 
serve, adhere te, and obey. That, with 
yespect tothe disbanding of the treops of 
the Nabob Vizier, it was, in the treaty of 
1708 afure-mentioned, settled and agreed, 
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that ‘ the said Nabob Vizier should possess | 


«© fall authority over his household affairs, 
‘* hereditary ¢ominions, his troops, and his 
“© sabjects ;" and. that, ia another part of 


the said treaty, it was settled and agreed, | 


that, ‘‘ Whereas by the engagements now 
** entered into between the Nabob Vizier 


“we 


ee 


sidy is considerably increased, and many 
other permanent charges upon his excel- 
lency are ineurfed ; poy 4 comparison of 
his disbursements with the assets (or pe- 
‘ cuniary means) of his country, it becomes 
** necessary to make such reductions in the 
superfluous charges, servants, &c. as may 
be requisite and are consistent with his 
excellency’s dignity and convenience, and 


** to that end the said Nabob agrees to con- | 


‘sult with the. Company's government, 


ail the Company, the amount of the sub- | 


— 


F9s2 
“* every cause of .complaint ipép this head 
‘* will-speedily termiliate 5. observing at the 
“« same time, that thedlarge, useless,end ex- 
¥; pondivfesev ies peostaliliehonead.svithin the 
‘“* Oude dominions, appears.to them.to be 
‘one of the principal objects of .economi- 
*¢ cal reform.” .. That -henoe, it¢ doth mani- 
festiy appear, -that, even agreeably to the 
hard terms.of the treaty of 1798, and to the 
subsequent. instructions of the -seeret com- 
mittee, the cisbanding. of the troops of the 
said Nabob Vizier had in view no ebject be- 
yond that of leaving him, the means punc- 
tually to discharge the stipulated kists ; that, 
in the extent of disbanding, reduction, or 
reform, due attention wasto be paid to the 
dignity and convenience of: the Nabob Vi- 
zier; and, in the execution of the measure, 
the Nabob Vizier was to be the-principa!, 
he having agreed merely to consult upon the 
subject with the company’s government, and 
having, in the express terms of the treaty 
aforesaid, retained ‘* full authority over his 
‘** household affairs, hereditary dominions, 
‘* his troops, and his subjects.” But that, 
notwithstanding the obvious meaning of the 
stipulations and instructions aforesaid ;. not- 
withstanding the arrear before-mentioned 
had been fully paid up, and all the subse- 
quent kists had been paid to the day, and 
even the day before due; notwithstanding 


. 


the Nabob Vizier had, in‘ strict conformity 


ee 


| to the treaty, not only shewn a willingness 


*¢ and, .iv concert with them,. devise the | 


** preper objects of such reductions, and the 
re bo means of effecting them”  ‘Lhat,.in 
‘a letier fron the secret committee of the 
Courtof Directors aforesaid to the governor 
eneral, ard council, dated on the 15th of 
lay, 1799, it is stated, that, seeing the dif- 
ficulties which the Nabob Vizier had to en- 
counter, as afore-mentioned in. the letter of 
Sic Joba Shore, Baronet, they, the said se- 
‘cret cOmmittce are “‘ not surprised to find, 
‘¢ ‘by the last.aceounts, that an arrear bad ac- 
** cumulated in the pzyments of the kists to 
“* the dmount of eighteen lacs. of rupees ; 
.* that Lord Mornington having represent- 
** ed, however,. that he believes the.Nabob 
~** Vialer is sincercly disposed to make exery 
jossi dhe. eflort . for. the liquidation of ethis 





“Lathe well a fr inducing such, 


sx ten) i _ order gd. economy. -intd’ the 
; : ; . : ‘ ' 


see 


ementot his finances, as will enable 






War to. be. muore, punctual. in, his future 
cy Papmariibethey, the atid secret committee, 


! grouuled expestatign that 





to make a reform ig his military establish- 
ment, but had urgently besought the Com- 
pany’s goverpment with him thereon to con- 
sult, and in concert to devise proper objects 
of reduction, and proper means in such re- 


_ dueiion to be employed ; alk this notwith- 


standing, the said Marquis Wellesley, in fur- 


, therance of his iniquitous designs-of territo- 


rial aggrandizement, extortion, and plunder 
ature-mentioned, did, between the month of 


| July and the twelfth of November, 1799, as 
| well himself as by and through the means of 


| dictate unto Him the said Nabpb 


the said William Scott, by hinx thereunto 
moved and instigated, directly interfere in 


| the internal government, in the household 


affairs, and iu the appointment of, council- 
lors and ministers of the Nabob Vizier, anc, 
ib terms: the most peremptory. apd: arrogant, 
Vizier such 
axreduction of his military establishment 2s 
would have-left him-nodroops over whom to 
_exercise- authority, and.as svould, according 
_ to the emonstrance made by the-said Nabob 
Vizier, have left him.‘ ng authority what- 
_ “© ever over his dominions or-his subjects ; 
| and, finally, did thteaten to merch, avid ac- 
| tually made preparations for marchihg, tare¢ 
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ritories of Oude, to be maintained at the ex- 

pense of the Nabob Vizier: avowing atthe 
same time:that the Nabob' tWisier would be 
unable ‘to make good’ such expense, without 
disbanding: his Own troops ; insomuch, that, 

at theepocl> list-mentioned, namely, on the 
twelfth of November, 1700, wearied with 
unéeasing importupities atd threats; thwart- 
ed by the frowardness of ‘his Aumils, and 
others ‘thereunto stirred up and encouraged 
by the ‘said’ Marquis Wellesley ; disgusted 
with a’system of interterences, of dicts tion, 
of reproof; and of insult, by which he was 
exhibited as a slave in his own capital 5 the 
said Nabob Vizier did make unto the said 
Marquis Wellesley a proposition for the ab- 
dieation of his throne, for the placing bis son 
thereon, and for retiring himself to a dis- 
tance from his capital; his iatention, as it 
afterwards appeared, being to make in per- 
son ah appeal to the justice of the King and 
the Parhament in England. Whereupon 
the said Marquis Wellesley, in pursuance of 
bis unjust and unlawful designs as before 
described, eagerly seizing upon the proposi- 
tion’ so ‘made by the Nabob Vizier, and. 

falsely ascribing the said proposition to a 
sense of incapacity and inability to govern in 
the said Nabob Vizier, did unto him the 
said Nabob Vizier, through the means of 
the said William Scott, propose the execu- 
ting of a treaty, whereby to assign over, in 
perpetuity, to the East India “Company, 

** the sole administration of the civil and 
* military government of ali the territories 
** and ‘dependencies of the state of Oude, 

«© together with the full and entire right and 
«¢ title to the revenues thereof,” to the utter 
exclusion of his sons and of every: branch of 
his family, to agree to quit the territories of 
Oude for ever, to remove unto and reside in 
some place within the Company’s territo- 
ries, to be fixed by the governor general in 
council, there to reside, and the satd place of 
penitionce not thereafter to change, without 
the leave of the governor general in council, 


-and‘thus to réhounce his dominions and his 


subjects, to disinherit his sons and his family 
for ever, ‘and, in return, to become, in tact, 
‘a prisoner in’ sdéme one or other of the Com- 
Soa caatae in the province of Bengal 
Behar. That the Nabob Vizier, 
position’ so unjust in itself, 
to his feelings, yet so cha- 
“racteristic’ of + Hen ee the views of 
the proposer, and strenuously remonstrating | 
_ against the’ termscof the said treaty, which he, 
the said Marquis WellesJey, 
‘while, on one hand," hé seheeril with«in- 


3 ‘arrogance his menaces ‘of interfe- 


i uacregehsnelyy -qmtoriion; taxi peir: 
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pation, did, on the other hand, resort to the 
use of pérsuasioris ‘the most insincere, insi- 
dious, and crafty, he, the said‘Marquis Wel- 
lesley, having to:the said William Scott 
stated, that “the proposition of thé Nabéb 
“< Vizier was pregnant with such imtnense 
“benefit, that it could not be tod much en- 
*“ couraged’; and that there were no. cir- 
** ctiimstanees which should “he allowed to 
“‘ impede the grand object to which ‘it led, 
** that object bei ng the acquisition by the 
Company of the exclusive author ty, Civil 
‘and military, over the dominions of 
“ Oude,” w hile at the same time he the 
said Marquis Wellesley did Tnstroct the sit 
William Scott to declare to the Nabob Vi- 
zier, that *‘ his abdication of the govern- 
** ment of Oude was neither wished for nor 
“approved of by him" the said Mardis 
Wellesley’; thus evincing the profoundest 
hy pocrisy, united with views the most ty- 
rannical, vidlent, and- cruel. That, with 
respect to the fomenting, amongst the sub- 
jects of the Nabob Vizier, of discontents 
against his government, and hostility to his 
person, the said Marquis Wellesley, throngh 
the means of, and'in Concert with* the said 
Wiiliam Scott, besides the divers acts of the 
kind here mentioned and before referred to, 
did, after the rejection of the aforesaid in- 
sulting and crne! proposition, together with 
other prepositions nearly theretnto resem- 
bling, and with the view and the intention 
of driving the Nabob Vizier, his rights and 
revenves and territories to retiounce, in- 
trigue with, stir up, and, as well by tiveats 
as “by promises, did move and instigate the 
subjects of the said Nabob Vizier the dbe 
authority of their sovereign to conten, his 
lawful commands to set at nought, his jist 
claims to refuse, and his person to athe: 
That, in the month of May, 1801, a cession 
of territory having been demanded of the 
Nabob Vizier by the said Marquis Wellesley, 
and the demand having been backed by the 
marching of large bodies of the Company's 
troops into the territories and near the capital 
of Oude; the Nabob Vizier secing resist- 
ance to be in vain, yet hoping to obtain some 
small ‘degree of security for his person, his 
révenues, and his authority, in the territo- 
ries Which shou'd remain in his hands, did 
draw up a paper of requésts, communicating 
the same in a manner expressly unofficial td 
the said William Scott, from whom, in a 
“very short time afterwards, he the said Na- 
ob Vizier did réceive back the said aper, 
P p Sopete: with ‘an recommendation, 
_icerpauied wih pros exsions of the warmest 
friendship, that the Nabob Vizier would hot 
) Hhsist Upon his - the - said Scott's 
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955] | 
transmitting any such paper to the. said 
Marquis Wellesley ;* but that the said Wil- 
liam Scott, during the short time that the 
said paper remained in bis hands, did sur- 
reptitiously take-a copy thereof, and the said 
copy did immediately - transmit. to. the said 
Marquis. Wellesley, together. with an account 
of all circumstances under which, and all the 
means whereby, the said-copy had“been ob- 
tained; and that, between the month of 
May last-mentioned,-and the month of.July, 
1801, the said Marquis Wellesley,. through 


the means, of. aud in concert with-the. said 


William Scott, did, make preparations. for. 


obtaining an attested copy of the said paper 


“POLITICAL, REGISTER —Oude Charge: _ 





Nee eee 


from the Nabob Vizier, which copy they at | 


Jast obtained. ‘That, _ in the said paper of 
requests;,the Nabob Vizier having expressed 


his wish, that..‘‘ should any person have ob- | 


‘<* tained, or should thereafter obtain, by 
‘« breach.of.trust or other means, possession 


‘* of spegie or property belonging to the | 
«« Sircar of Oude, no one should obstruct his | 


‘« taking back such property ;" and the said 


Marquis Wellesley intending to strip him of - 


all authority, and@all means of self-protection, 


seized upon the wish, so expressed by the’ 


Nabob Vizier, as a means of rendering him 
odious and detestable in the eyes of the most 
wealthy of his subjects, whose riches and 
jewels to.be able: to-contiseate atpleasure, he 
the said Marquis Wellesley pretended to re- 
gard as the.object of the wish so expressed 
by the Nabob-Vizier. ‘That the said Mar- 
quis Wellesley,. thus falsely pretending, did, 
on the 2d.of June, 1801, thus write to the 
Nabob Vizier: ‘‘The publication of the ar- 
‘* ticles tendered by, his excellency to the 
«* governor general, and still more any at- 
“<* tempt; to carry them into effect, would 
«« inevitably o¢casjon the most dreadful con- 
“* vulsions.-in “the proyince. of Oude, and 
‘* would fer ever alienate from his éxcel- 


_ ** leney’s person and government every sen- 


’ 


+ 


& 


‘* timent of affection, Ghedience, or respect ; 
‘* and thée,governor=general, therefore, not 
‘« only e&presses his anxious, hope that the 


‘< Nabob.Viziet will never revive-the pro- ° 


<* ject contained in the proposed articles, bat 


** his lordship most earnestly recommends it 
* to his exrellency to exert, every.possible 


‘« precaution to, prevent the.tenor of those 
*<, propositions from: transpiring in hisexcel- 


** Jency's,cdurt, or ~mong,arty desctiption af 
_ ‘his excellen "s subjects." That ‘the said 

Marquis, Wejlesley,:.while- he was thus wri- 
nb Vizier, while hewasthus 


** his. 
_ ting to thea 


q 


wgeeprnssing ing-his, apprehensions lest the. Nabob- 
olen shauld:,guiiex. he knowledge of. his 
wish so expressed to transpire Stoaps-any ‘ 
-Mesgtiption of his. subjects, was actual yocon-,. 
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veying to the said William.Scott the instruc. 
tions hete following;*to wit, «TI conclude 
that you have tetained an. attested eopy of 
the paper gf. requests, of which you ‘have 
sent me the original. Ifit should become 
necessary to assume the districts without 
his excellency’s consent, I-desire you to 
consider, whether, it_ may not be’ expe- 
dient to furnish the Begum; Almas Ali 
Cawn, Hussein Reza Cawan, and the. prin- 
cipal. personages in, Oude, with attested 
copies of such parts of that paper as tend 
to disclose the, comprehensive project of 
confiscation, proscription, and tyrannical 
violence, entertained by his excellency. 
against his own. family, nobility, and peo- 
ple. Tf you ‘should concur with me in 
opinion, that such a-communication to the 
persons. named and described in the pres 
ceding’ paragraph, might, be_ useful, I au- 
thorise you to make. it atthe period of 
time, and. to the extent which you may 
‘* judge advisable.” . That ‘the said William 
Scott, having before made.use of numerous 
means .to seduce the Nabob, Vizier’s subjects 
from their:allegiance, did, in the month. of 
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_ July, 1801, make to certain amongst :them a 
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communication of the .contetits of the said 
paper of requests,. accompanied witlr. the 
false, malicious, and wicked construction 
thereon, put .by the: said Marquis, Wellesley, 
and for the. fonl and treacherots. purposes 
afore-mentioned; .and that,,. after. all the 
transactions aforesaid, the -said Marquis 
Wellesley did, in a public.and official map- 
ner, express. his: entire. satisfaction at the 


conduct of the said, William Scott, and did, - 
as a mark ‘ofsuch_ his. satisfaction, appamnt: 


the said William Scott.to be-one, of his. ho- 
norary aides de camp, or Jegion of honour, a 
distinction which, agreeably.to the express 
words of the’said Marquis Wellesley, he had 
‘¢ reserved for such officers..as had ‘proved 
© highly meritorious inthe field, or in. the 
-conduct... gf negociations ; with, foreign 
“¢-states,”"--—-That, -.with respect, to, the 


pouring of troops, into the. territories,of the: 
said: Nabob Viziet, the loading him with.ac-. 
* cummlatedéxpenses, and the final séizure,ot 


one half of his territory. as.a commutation 


27% 


for the suni§ so, unjustly demanded, the said 


~ 


“Maruis Wellesley, shaving - disbanded . the 
“ttoops of the said, Nabob.¥izier without bis 


oy ~~ 


“cofsent,. -whieli’ adigdpandigg: as Pag eb 
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making upon. exaggerated and ' fraudulent 4 
estimates and. returns, demand after demand 
on the treasury, of the N: abob Vizier, wlyile 
at the same time he-Ainderthined:the autho: : 
rity of thé said Nabob Vizier over the per: 
sons from whom his-revenues wete imme 
diately ‘received ; having’ in faet seized upon’; 
ereat part ‘of. the tergitories: from whicht the 
‘Nabob Vizier's revennes were derived, inso- 
much, that..on, the 16th: of July, 1801, in 
answer to, reproaches to -himme-by the: said 
William -Scott: made; relative,.to , the non- 
pay ment.of the kist, the said Nabab Vivier, . 
in the bitterness. oF. dis *heart, thus: fee q 
sented the tyranpy ever Aim: by ‘the-‘sdid 
Marquis W ‘ellesloy: exercised = Tn ‘Teepect 
“to the kist, you well'know, that, J +f Oppo- 
‘* sition .to- and in defiance of nie, you have 
“ called -before-.yousthe:Aumils atid their’ 
- Vakeels, for- messengers) “and, 
“* my acqiligscetice, or any Patticipation’ on 
“ my part,you-have:told: then that Sxelranil 
“ such countries belonged to the Cormparty, 
« and have forbidden them iviiig. nie the 
“ peishgee,: or. .adyance ;’ and: further,you 
“* have dir rected the officers: comntind’ of 
* the troops,to-estalilish thenisélvés inf‘ the 
“* countriés. alluded ~to 7; fadyesthen, what" 
“* confusion. these eiycuinstiniees” must have 
* given fise to :in-tlre-conntry; what con- 
‘* fidence.the Aumils-cairméw repose’in me; 
“* having first deprived*meof the-meais of | 
** collecting - thé sréventes, : you fhen call 
‘** upon meto--make -pzyments.”” “Having, | 
by means so wnjust. and:tyrannical, reduced | 
the said Nabob: Vizier to the situation here 
described,.the said Marquis Wellesley, under 
the false-pretence ot. being so authorised 
to act by. the treaty of '1798,..did demand, 
and by aud through the means of his brother 
the ‘honeurable= Henry Wellesley, by him 
unlawfully, appointed to the mission at 
Lucknow, did;."fronr the said Nabob Viziér 
force and extort the céssion ‘in perpetuity to 
the Kast India Company’, of the one-half of: 
the whole of the ferritori*s of Gude, That, | 
in the month of November, 1901, a treaty, 
in which the said cession was stipniated’ for, - 
was concluded with the Nabob’ Vizier ; that 
the said Heury Wellesley, in’ Order to Com- 
pel the said Nabob Vizier thereunto to con-« 
sent, did renew the’ dtarnjifg: threats so fré- 
quently resorted; to by tlie, said: Matquis 
Wellesley, by the:means ‘of, and in concert + 
with the. “td William’ Scott, ; that: he, the 
said Henrj Wellesley , Was inst¥ucted to“de=% 
clare, a to ‘thé said Nabob Vizier did de=" 
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upon the whale of » OT iis dot Jomninons ot Onee | 
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dint that the ssid Marquis Wellesléy, resort- 
ing’ again ‘to his fe, malicious, arid wicked 
construction of the paper of requests, did in 
struct the: sdid“Henty Wellesley to present 


‘ark to publish a declaration, cont: ining the 


parts of the said paper refer red to} towether 
with the’ said Wi: apgnis’ W ellesit’y’s cénstruce 
fron thereof, “to the endl that the most opus 
lefit' and pow erful subjects Of the said Nabob 
Vizier might théréby be‘tidticed tétdbandon 
their soveretg mn, na.’ fo join in the views of 
the said Marquis Wellesley? “whieli said in 
structions Were expressed in’ the following 

to wit: -“ You will communicate*to 
Be onm, to the other mMémbers%f * lis 


‘*e the 


 &ycelle ney's fainily, and to the wv ine@ipal 
“© nerson’ of rank at the 


Vizier's court, the 
** nature amd lextentot those acts of abb ittary 


‘the pc Saath pAme, afte one 
ec Ntion ef his: consent te A territoridke ese 
sion. And his dot Nin liye ts aha ‘this’ 
«unparalleled! instanee of. wrapeci ty and fh. 
vs justice, form a headin article in’ the de 
télaration to be preferred by you, ant 
*e transmitted for + ac Iship"s npprobation. 
ee ¥ tu will uniceaté t6 the Beguny, 

“s and to th othey berson: Yes “in Question, a 
8 COT DV of he fortis ship’ . ‘reply to that patt of 
ethe Vizier’s propdsiffons, His Jondship 
“has no doubt! that: tlie knowlédre of this 
transaction wi fall ¥ “explain: the Weck? 
«sity of the Comphiiy's asstittiption of ‘the 
‘¢ civil and military eove arnmeént -of Oude to 


es emai nr of 


ee 


Ns cord oft 


© thos » pers sons avieate the objects of*his 
‘6 elkcicNleney” s proscription.“ “His lordship is 
‘© also of opition! that iis: Pxeellency the’ 


ee Vizier, either sensible Of the disgrace, . 
6 appr ‘ehensive of the’ consequences of 

« public exposure of ‘his prgtingeell ews, 
‘ may be ultimately indie ed to accede to 
‘* ay eqaitablé ‘irrahgement by a seasowable 
« jotification’of this part df your instrac- 
‘<< gi6ns, and ‘of “its result: “is ‘lordship 
ee deen 1s “it not imprébable, “that, ‘the prin- 
©’ cipal persons to’ whom the foregoing com- 
hl ronnication is to be mide, may come for- 
«© ward with detlarations expressive of their 
‘¢ indignation of his exeellency’s whwatrant 
“e uble views;rand solititing ‘the protection 
it of the British government ; in thisevent, 
‘his lordship” dirécts thet you wilt reedive 
€*"such re presentations, afd trastitit ‘them 
SC ifimediately to-his Tordship:.. But the roost 
Fa ‘noble the“covernor’ cencrat desires: that 
“vou, will ‘Tot shlicit of xpressany wish to 
“teociye “any suth représéntations, «His 


Sweeter tsar essential ore Mie 






E vheat the reteppt and cflvorninee Of tic 
SE ea jn 
Be “In. the’ propesed peelardOph.” ‘The 


no wer™to “Which the Visiter required the | 


‘nee POO 


ee iia cttenemgraia 


oe 
» 





ae: 








"> 
> 


Aer, 
ee > DoH 
































































5qy 
“« commtnietion above directed to the fa- 

=< mily of the Vizier, and the principal per- 

« sos of chis court will consequently pre- 

«« cede the delivery of that document to his 

~se Pecelléncy the Vizier.” ‘That, notwith- 

standing the embarrassment and danger ari- 

sing from intrigues so perfidions, notwith- 

standing the alarming threats and the pet- 

sonal insults from the said Henry Wellesley 

daily received; notwithstanding the great 
numbers and the menacing attitude ot the 
Company's troops ; notwithstanding the or- 

ders for aseizure, by hostile means, of the 
whole ef the dominieus of Oude, had ac- 
tually been issued by the said Marquis Wel- 
Jesley; all this notwithstanding, the said 
Nabob Vizier did, until he had exhausted 
every means of remonstrance, until resist- 
ance could no longer be continued without 
imminent danger to his life, and to the lives 
of his family, withhold his assent from, and 
alccidedly reject, the treaty of cession as 
»foresaid, vnder the mask of which treaty, 
‘but in fact by force of arms, the said Mar- 
quis Wellesley did wrest from the said Na- 
bob Vizier a territory yielding an annual re- 
venue of one croare-and thirty-five lacs of 
rupees (or '1,682,500.) That though the 
said Nabob Vizier, thus persecuted and 
plundered, dreading further acts of injustice 
.and violence, and anxiously wishing for the 
fature to be free from the interference of 
British amity and advice, most earnestly be- 
sought the said Marquis Wellesley to leave 
bim the sole management of the territory 
unto him the said. Nabob Vizier now re: 
maining, the said Marquis Wellesley by the 
means of, and in concert with his brother 
aforesaid, did, in manner and in terms the 
most haughty and insulting, reject the said 
request ;: guaranteeing unto the said Nabob 
Vizier and his heirs the sovereignty of the 
said: remaining territory, solely upon the con- 
dition, that they should hold it under such a 
-eystem of. administration as might be recom- 
mended by the officers of the said East In- 
gia Company: and, that this injurious and 


dition was by the said Mar- 
ook Wellesley imposed under the impudent 
pretext of its being necessary, in arder to se- 


care the falfilment of the treaty, of 1798 ; 

ing-to the letter, as well as to the spi- 
ritof owhich treaty the whole of the domi- 
nions of-Qude were guaranteed to the Nabob 
Vizier and his heirs for ever, with ‘* full 
-quthority over his said dominions, his 
/*® household affairs, his troops, and his sub- 
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plecag of a trinmph so inglorious Paar 
Marquis Wellesley, by the means of and 
concert with his said brother Henry Wel. 
lesley, did, at the moment of his taking pos- 
session of the territories to the Compan 
ceded as aforesaid, impose new and un .. 
, pre- 
cedented burihens upon the people, aug. 
menting, in a proportion of nearly one-hajf 
the revenues from them collected. 
and employing in the collection of those-re. 
venues, in extorting from) the husbandm:), 
the very means of existeuce, those troops 
these British regiments, which, with hi. 
wonted insincerity, he had introduced under 
the specious guise of a desire to defend the 
ene? hs gta Ba Seren enemiés, and to 
relieve the pepple from internal oppression, 
“ That, having by means of these + ator. 
“tions, and other acts of oppression and of 
“* tyranny, excited the resistance of certain 
amongst ‘the Zemiudars and Rajahs before 
described, the said Marquis Wellesley did, 
by the means of, and in concert ‘with his 
‘brother aforésgid, cause the mansions and re- 
treats of the said Rajahs to be surrounded, 
attacked, and plundered, and the said Ra- 
jahs, their faithful- adherents, their relations, 
vassals and servants, to be barbarously slain ; 
thus finishing in violence and murder that 
which in fraud and .perfidy he had begun: 
And that, in order-tostiflethe groans of com- 
plaint, to extinguish al! hope of redress, and 
his fraudulently acquired and tyrannical 
power the more securely to preserve and to 
exercise, he the said Marquis Weilesley, as 
well by himself as by his brother aforesaid, 
did declare, and unto the princes and people 
of India did, through the means of such ce- 
claration, proclaim, that no change of adm- 
nistration in Britain could stay the course of 
his proceedings as aforesaid; falsely and au- 
daciously thereunto addigg, that the said 
course, a course of fraudulent pretences, of 
pecuniary extortion, of political encroacl- 
ment, and of territorial invasion .and usur- 
pation, had ‘¢ already received the approbs- 
*€ tion of his Sovereign, of Parliament, and 
“« of the Company."———That in all and 
singular the above recited acts and proceed- 
ings, the said Richard Colley Marquis Wel- 
lesley has been wholly unmindful of the so- 
lemn engagements of duty to the said East 
India Company, to his Sovereign, and to his 
Country, by him entered into ; has daringly 
contemned the Parliament, the King, and 
the Laws, and dishonoured the British 02- 
tion and names and has thereip been guilty 
“of high offences, crimes, and misdemeanors 
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